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To 
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Sir, 


Poona, 10 th December 1883. 


_ y , I have the honour to submit for the 

Revision Settlement, B4gal ot T u a. consideration and orders of Government 

communications noted in the margincontaining proposals for the revision of the 

No - 2530) existing rates of assessment in 126 village* 

Letter from the Collector of Kalidgi, 0 f the Bdgalkot T&luka of the Kalddgi 
No. 8880, dated 7th September 1880. * 6 

Letter from the Superintendent, Revenue Collectorate. 

Survey, No. 680, datod 30th June 1883. 

2. One hundred and twenty-four of these villages forming the old Btgalkot 
Tdluka were first settled in 1850-51 under the superintendence of Sir George 
Wingate. The remaining 2, which were settled subsequently, also fall in for 
revision concurrently with the adjoining villages. 

3. The 120 villages comprise 322,086 acres or 503 square miles and they 
contain a population of 67,264* or an average of 134 to the milo. In 1850-51 
^he population amounted to 61,540 or 9 per cent, less than the present population. 

4. It is satisfactory to notice that the system of partial remeasurement 
was applied to the full extent to the villages under report. It appears from 
para. 2 of tho Superintendent’s letter that 98 villages wero only partially survey¬ 
ed and out of the 13,577 old survey numbers no less than 8,281 or 60 per cent, 
were confirmed without remeasurement; in the remaining 28 small villages 
owing to the vast preponderance of survey numbers requiring to be remeasured 
under the Rules, a complete resurvey was found to be more economical. The 
general result of the remeasurement appears to be as under :— 




Arable. 

1 

Unir&ble, 

Total. 



1 

Acres. 

Acres. 

Acres. 

Former Survey ... 
Present do. 

•.• ... ,« *.. 

250,738 

253,260 

70,688 

68,826 



Increase ... 
Decrease ... 

2,522 

1 

1,862 

660 


It will be seen that the difference between the two surveys was insignifi¬ 
cant, being only '2 per cent. The increase in the arable area appears to be due 
to a corresponding reduction from what was considered as unarable at the first 
settlement. It is not shown how much of this was due to ‘ Pot-kharab 1 being 
now rated as arable, but the area cannot be large. Where there is reason to 
believe, as in the present case, {vide Survey Commissioner’s para. 3) that ‘ Pot- 
kharab ’ has been deducted from the area of a field after careful examination, I 


• N.fi .—This is according to tho Census of 1881, For results of special census which aro still 
more favourable, soe post para. 7. and para. 10of Survey Commissioners letter, 
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very much doubt the expediency of disturbing the old arrangement especially as 
under the system of partial remeasurement and classification only a small percen¬ 
tage of fields come under the scrutiny of the survey officers. It is therefore 
hard upon the occupant, whose field actually happens to be resurveyed that he 
should be deprived of the little ‘ Pot-kharab ’ that he enjoyed from the first 
settlement when his neighbour, who has probably utilized his pioce ako in the 
same way, escapes assessment because his field is not resurveyed. 

5. The reclassification was also carried out partially, 14 per cent, of the 
total area being alone reclassed. It is indeed a matter of regret that the re¬ 
valuation of the soil should in any shape be necessary at our revision settlements, 
but in the present case it was inevitable, because the old classification was ori¬ 
ginally admittedly, though unavoidably, somewhat faulty. To comfirm the old 
classification, therefore, would have been to perpetuate an inequality of a burden 
of taxation, which was heavier on comparatively poorer soils. But now that 
“ the present review of the old work has been carried out with the area of 
“ possible cultivation approaching its extreme limit and there has consequently 
“ been a full opportunity for a calm and dispassionate judgment being formed as 
“ to the proper relation in value of the different kinds of soils,” I am strongly of 
opinion that nothing would conduce more to the popularity of the settlement 
than a declaration from authoritative quarters that no reclassification shall take 
place in future in the villages in question and that the modifications of rates at 
future revisions would be entirely dependent on general considerations as stated 
in section 106 of the Land Revenue Code. 

6. Bdgalkot which is the Central Tdluka of the Kalddgi District contains 
soils varying from the rich black Regur of the Ghdtprabha valley to the light 
stony sod of the central stony plains. The sub-division is fairly watered—the 
river Krishna, which forms the northern boundary supplies water to nearly 50 
of the villages now being revised and the Ghdtprabha which intersects the dis¬ 
trict also affords a perennial supply of drinking water to men and cattle over an 
equally extensive tract. The rainfall is somewhat uncertain and partial failures 
may be expected, but on the whole the average supply (25 inches) is sufficient 
for all crops usually grown in the District. Much has been done since tho last 
settlement in providing the District with increased facilities of communication 
both with the coast and the internal marts of trade. The Eastern Deccan 
Railway, which passes through the tdluka and which will be opened in a few 
months, will also immensely develop the export trade of the District. There are 
three markets in the tdluka—of these Bdgalkot is the most important and has an 
urban population of 12,000. Considerable sales also take place at the weekly 
markets of Kalddgi and Bilgi, but the course of the whole trade will probably 
be changed now with reference to the new line of Railway and the District 
Local Funds Committee are planning new roads as feeders to the Railway line. 

7. The statistics and figures given by the Survey and Settlement Commis¬ 
sioner in paras. 10 to 19 of his letter show clearly that notwithstanding the great 
check received from the late famine, there has been great progress since the 
date of the original settlement in the material prosperity of the people of the 
District. Population has increased 27 per cent. Land in occupation held 
directly from Government has risen by 75,129 acres and the revenue by over 
23,000 rupees. It is true some of the occupied land is being thrown up and the 
area of assessed waste has increased within the last five years but the land, 
which has gone out of cultivation, is reported to be of inferior description. This, 
however, suggests the necessity of moderation in future settlements. It is to 
be regretted Mr. Fletcher should have marred the value of his inferences dedu- 
cible from statistics by quoting the figures obtained by the classing establish¬ 
ments. The Survey Commissioner properly sets them aside as less reliable than 
the results of the special census. The statement embodied in para. 10 of Mr. 
Stewart’s letter shows that there has been a marked increase in agricultural 
stock of every description, except in cows and buffaloes, which have decreased 
principally on account of the contraction of tho grazing areas in recent years. 
The decrease in horses and ponies is not material as Bdgalkot is not a horse- 
breeding country. The instances of sales, mortgages and leases, which have 
been collected in Appendices K, Land M of the Superintendent’s report show 
indisputably that the land has everywhere attained a considerable marketable 



3 


value. The apparently unfavourable fact of 32 per cent; of the lands being 
actually cultivated by other than registered occupants, has been very satis¬ 
factorily explained, by the Survey Commissioner in paras. 18 and 14. It is cer¬ 
tain that whatever may be the economical cause of this gradual change of pro¬ 
prietorship, it is not duo to the indebtedness of tho peasantry. 

8. The all-important subject of prices has been discussed by Mr. Stewart 
in paragraph 19, Mr. Fletcher has shown by a comparison of prices of the last 30 
years that the value of the staple products has more than doubled since the date 
of the original settlement. Mr. McCallum, the Assistant Collector in charge, 
has arrived at the conclusion that the prices of cereals have risen only about 50 
per cent., but Mr. Stewart by comparing the prices now current with those prevail¬ 
ing iu the first decade claims an increase of 66 per cent. Taking into consider¬ 
ation the very great fluctuations in prices in recent years, I am not inclined to 
assume that the prices likely to rule in the next 30 years will be much higher 
than 50 per cent, of those ruling at the settlement, which has just expired. The 
average price of jowdri, the staple food of the people during 1882-83, was 35 
seers, which is very little more than 50 per cent, above the average of the first 
decade. Mr. Stewart arrives at a more favourable result by taking the average 
of the 6 months from April to September. This is hardly a fair basis for com¬ 
parison, because the prices of cereals are always higher in the monsoon months 
than at other times of tho year and the average of the year should include the 
harvest months, when prices generally are at their lowest; but accepting even 
the worst forecast of the prices likely to prevail in the future, there can be no 
doubt that a reasonable enhancement of the assessment may, with propriety, be 
imposed and can, in my opinion, be borne by the people without hardship. The 
smoothness with which the revenuo is now collected is an indication of the light¬ 
ness of the present burden. The development of the wheat and cotton export 
trado on the opening of the railway will certainly bring much more bullion 
into the country than hitherto and the extra assessment will not press heavily 
on the ryots. 

9. Paragraphs 20 and 21 of the Survey Commissioner’s letter contain pro¬ 
posals for deviding the villages into groups and fixing the maximum rate for each 
description of land. As the groups are formed principally on the same lines as 
those adopted by Sir George Wingate at the first settlement they generally com¬ 
mend themselves to me with only one exception to be presently mentioned. The 
maximum rates proposed for groups II. to V. have also my cordial approval 
as they are characterised by extreme moderation ; in no single instance has the 
enhancement been more than 53 per cent, in enso of villages and 33 per cent, for 
any single group. 

10. The town of Bdgalkot was, in the original settlement, classed with 
villages in group No, II. The Survey Commissioner has now singled it out for 
a higher maximum rate of assessment, viz ., lie. 1-10 on account of the superior 
advantages it possesses. I, however, differ from the Survey Commissioner and 
think there are not sufficiently strong grounds for raising the maximum rate in 
the case of this one town. A reference to the map will show that some of the 
lands of the surrounding villages, which are grouped in the second class, are as 
favourably situated, if not better, as regards proximity to the town, as the town 
lands. In fact within a radius of 5 miles of the town, the advantages from an 
agricultural point of view may be said to be nearly equal. Turning to the past 
records I find that Colonel Anderson also did not propose a special extra maxi¬ 
mum rate for market towns such as Dhdrwir, Hubli, Gadag and Navalgund. 
Last year no special rate was proposed for Gokiik. “ The case of the lands near 
“ these places is best met by the ordinary extra rate imposable on lands within a 
“certain distance of very large places.” The grouping of Bdgalkot with the 
villages in Class II. will not cause much sacrifice of revenue and I would strongly 
rocommend such a course and thus preserve uniformity in regard to all town- 
lands coming under revision, 

11. The rates proposed for rice and garden lands have my entire concur¬ 
rence. 

12. The general result of the imposition of the new rates will be an imme¬ 
diate increase to the Government revenue of Bs. 22,282 or 27-9 per cent, as 



4 


calculated by the Survey Commissioner. if the recommendation BaMe by me in 
the last paragraph were sanctioned by Government, the increase willows somewhat 
les*.. The assessment of the arable waste (14,567 acres) will be Rs. 5,018, which 
will be the limit up to which the land revenue will rise, if the whole arable land 
waye taken up for cultivation. The average rate per acre for all kinds and des¬ 
cription of laud will be Re, 0-11-5 as against Re. 0-9-1 of the first settlement 

13. In the concluding paragraph of his lettor Mr. Stewart, for what seems 
to me very cogent reasons, proposes that the revised rates should fully be intro- 
Huced from 1887-88 and that for the three intermediate years the burden of 
extra taxation may be reduced by granting remissions at the rate of If- annas 
in every rupee of the revised assessments. It is not that 'the district will not 
bear the whole of the extra burden at onoe but if the concession recommended 
by the Survey Commissioner were granted, it would greatly assist the cultivators 
in replacing agricultural stock, &c. 

14. I do not think it necessary to allude to the criticisms of the Collector 
and his Assistant as they have been fully met by Mr. Stewart. 

15. In conclusion I beg that Government may be pleased to pass early 
orders on these proposals as the Survey Commissioner wishes, if possible, to 
introduce the new rates this year simultaneously with the Hungund rates, so 
that the concession will end at the same time in both tdlukas and the full rates 
will be levied concurrently. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

ARTHUR CRAWFORD, 

Commissioner, S. D. 


BOMBAY : FEINTED AT THE GOVERNMENT CENTRAL TRESS. 



No. 2530 of 1883. 


From 

T. H. STEWART, Esquire, 

Survey and Settlement Commissioner; 

To 

The SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, 

Revenue Department. 

Survey Commissioner s Office, 
Bombay, 2 6th November 1883. 

Sir, 

I have the honour to forward a report from the Superintendent of Survey 
and Assessment, Southern Mardtha Country, No. 680, dated 30th June 1883, in 
which he makes detailed proposals fortho revision of the existing rates of assess¬ 
ment in 126 villages of the Bdgalkot Tdluka of the KaUdgi Collectorate. The 
original Survey Settlement of 124 of these villages was sanctioned by Govern¬ 
ment Resolution No. 6287, dated 27th September 1852. The rates for the 
remaining two villages were sanctioned subsequently, but were arranged to 
expire concurrently with the expiration of the rates of the bulk of the villages 
of the tdluka. 

2. Accompanying Mr. Fletcher’s report will he found a paper of remarks 
by Mr. McCallum, the First Assistant Collector of the district, upon which the 
Collector Mr. Muir has written some forcible marginal notes. Mr. McCallum’s 
paper may be taken to show the sum-total of the adverse comments which a 
local officer can find to advance against the scheme of resettlement, and to that 
extent it is valuable. Seeing that much of tho destruction caused by the famine 
is admitted, the list of objections is by no means formidable. Mr. Muir’s for¬ 
warding report, however, contains some general criticisms to which I will take 
an opportunity to reply when considering the question of the proposed enhance¬ 
ment of rates. 

3. It will be observed from Mr. Fletcher’s report that no general resurvey 
of these villages has been entered upon. The system of partial remeasurement 
has been followed, under which only those Survey numbers which have to be 
broken up in conformity with the rules, those which have had their boundaries 
altered by natural or artificial causes and those situated in certain positions 
rendering them liable to alterations are permitted to bo remeasured. In 28 
small villages, however, owing to the vast preponderance of Survey numbers 
requiring to be remeasured under these rules, the resurvey has been general in 
its nature. The result shows numerous discrepancies in the areas of fields of 
sufficient importance in themselves to justify a partial review of the old work. 
No less than 262 Survey numbers were discovered with over 15 per cent, of 
error caused by alluvion and diluvion only. Although, however, there is a large 
percentage of error in the measurements of individual fields, the difference in 
the entire area as laid down by the old and present operations is very trifling, 
being ‘2 per cent., and the fact that the area of arable dry-crop land as now ascer¬ 
tained is but 2,319 acres in excess of that determined by the original Survey is 
indicative of a more careful examination of the lands with respect to the area of 
“ Pot khrab ” and confirms me in the opinion that in this particular of classifica¬ 
tion the standard of the Southern Mardtha Country Survey of the period we are 
reviewing was considerably in advance of the Surveys which were being concur¬ 
rently carried on in the districts of the Deccan. 

4. It will be equally gratifying to Government to know that the reclassifica¬ 
tion in the field of the soils of these villages has extended to only 18 per cent, of 
Survey numbers and 14 per cent, of acres. There has been therefore as little as 
possible of that personal harassment of the rayat which has been laid at the door 
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of our revision operations. It is of course a matter of regret that the revaluation 
of the soil in any shape should be necessary, but from a close examination of the 
returns of the reclassified numbers I am of opinion that a continuance of present 
conditions would give cause for still greater regret in the future. The reclassifi¬ 
cation, which has been little more than a complete test of the old work, has 
clearly shown that there is the same narrowing of the distinction between the 
better and the poorer soils which has been found in all valuations made at the 
same period, and for which I have attempted to give an explanation in my report 
on the revision settlement of the Hungund Tdluka. When it is considered that 
at the date of the first settlement more than half the present occupied area was 
lying waste, including much of the finest land, the temptation of the classing 
officers to put a valuation on the land which would produce a reversal of these 
conditions even at some sacrifice of strict relative value may easily he imagined. 
The present review of the old work has been carried out with the area of possible 
cultivation approaching its extreme limit and there has consequently been a full 
opportunity for a calm and dispassionate judgment being formed as to the proper 
relation in value of the different kinds of soils, without which the general burden 
of assessment would be so unequally distributed as to cause increased pressure 
and discontent at each successive enhancement of the maximum rates. 

5. The Tiiluka of Bdgalkot contains soils of very varying quality and 
productiveness from excellent black soil producing cotton and wheat down to 
the poorest sandy and stony soils which could reasonably be expected to pay a 
rent in the proper sense of the term. The localities where these soils prevail 
are fortunately well defined and so also are the variations of climate to which 
they are exposed, hence the grouping of the villages into assessment circles is 
much facilitated. The rainfall on the whole may be described as fair in amount, 
although partial failures may be looked for from unequal distribution of the fall 
between the kharlf and rabi seasons. The figures supplied by the Mamlatdar 
for the last eight years show that with the exception of the famine year of 
1876-77 the fall has been sufficient and sometimes plentiful. It must bo re¬ 
membered, moreover, that tho register has been kept at the town of Bdgalkot 
which is situated in the centre of the groups of villages and not in the position 
where tho heaviest rainfall would be likely to be found. The most eastern 
villages undoubtedly share in the more plentiful late rains which form such an 
important feature in the climate of the neighbouring Taluka of Hungund. 

6. The area given under each description of crop in Appendix B. shows 
that kharlf and rabi products are fairly equally divided, the former being 
grown in the light soils in the centre and north-west of the Taluka and the 
latter in the valleys of the Krishna and Ghatprabha and the black soil plains to 
the east. Excluding the area of fallow, which should not have been indiscrimi¬ 
nately added to the rabi area, it will be seen that cotton is annually grown over 
about 14 per cent, of the cultivated land. There is much room for extension of 
the cultivation of this valuable exportable commodity and, should the opening 
of the railway which is now progressing towards Bdgalkot be attended with a 
brisk export trade, much of the area now devoted to the white variety of “ jowdri” 
will bo gradually placed under cotton. From my personal experience of the 
Tdluka I should say that upwards of 40 per cent, of the total area is capable of 
producing the more valuable products for foreign export, while of the remainder 
there is a considerable area which can be placed under the better kinds of pulse 
and which need not be devoted, as now, to the cultivation of tho more bulky 
products, which cannot be profitably exported except under extraordinary cir¬ 
cumstances. 

7. The chief town of the Tdluka is Bagalkot which even in the time of 
the original settlement was a place of great commercial importance and which is 
now tho most flourishing emporium of trade in the whole Kalddgi District. Its 
population according to the last general census was 12,850 of whom the majority 
were non-agriculturists and therefore valuable as consumers of the surplus food 
grains of the locality. Next in importance “ sed longo intervallo ” comes Kalddgi 
for some time past the Head Quarter of the Collectorate of that name. The 
Military Cantonment upon which this town mainly depended for its importance 
at the time of the original settlement has altogether disappeared ; nevertheless a 
considerable local trade is sustained and the sales at the weekly bdzar are said to 
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average Rs. 25,000. The other markets are inconsiderable. The manufactures 
of the Tdluka are confined to the weaving of coarse cotton cloth for male and 
female attire; but the competition of foreign goods and the enterprise of the 
traders of Bdgalkot in placing such goods in the market at cheap prices is slowly 
but surely driving this handicraft off the field. 

8. In the matter of facilities of communication there has been considerable 
progress made since the original settlement, not only in the connection by roads 
of the chief marts of the locality but in the improvement of the means of access 
to the coast. The result is evident in the multiplication of carts which have 
increased from 140 to 1,769. In the black soil villages communication is easily 
kept up in the fair weather by means of country tracks, but in the hilly portions 
of the tdluka cart traffic is dependent on the few made roads which intersect 
them and which are both difficult of construction and costly of repair. But the 
greatest improvement of all will be effected in the course of a year or two by the 
opening of the Eastern Deccan Railway which will run through the heart of the 
tract under settlement and cannot fail to cause an entire revolution in the course 
and direction of trade, as it will bring the villages into more or less rapid com¬ 
munication with those marts to which the raw products have hitherto been slow¬ 
ly and laboriously carried and by affording a ready market for all exportable 
commodities will be the means of pouring into the district a more plentiful and 
sure supply of the precious metals, without which any well sustained rise in the 
prices of produce can scarcely be expected. 

9. The important subject of the condition of these villages in respect to 
population and agricultural stock is discussed in para 14. Seeing that the facts 
and figures of a specially careful village census taken in 1882 are available, I 
am disappointed that Mr. Fletcher has based his comparison on the figures 
obtained by the Revenue Survey classers, as the general unreliability and defici¬ 
encies of a census so carried out have been represented to Government and 
admitted to the extent that the duty has now ceased altogether to be performed 
by the Survey Department. Mr. Fletcher has himself been a classer for many 
years, and having doubtless supervised the work in his own establishment with 
that conscientiousness which is habitual to him is not ready to admit those 
defects in the system which appeal so strongly to outside observers, such as the 
impossibility for classers working on the partial system for a few days only in 
each village to carry out an efficient stock-taking and the want of uniformity in 
the season in which each village is censused. 

10. The following table shows as far as possible the statistics of the special 
village census of 1882 for the 124 villages simultaneously settled as compared 
with the figures of the early settlement which, it must be remarked, were drawn 
up in a much more deliberate fashion than they could be now and by classers 
making a comparatively lengthened stay in the villages :— 



At former 
settlement. 

Special Census 
of July 1682. 

| Increase. 

Decrease, 

Percentage. 

Population 

61,540 

78,530 

16,990 


+27-6 

Agricultural cattle 

15,852 

20,353 

5,001 


+ 32-5 

Cows, buffaloes and their 
young . 

87,397 

22,057 


15,840 

—40-1 

Sheep and goats 

80,643 

81,406 

763 


+ 2 

Carta . 

140 

1,769 

1,629 


+ 1,168 

Horses and ponies 

884 

683 


201 

—227 


11. It will be seen that the special census figures show a very considerable 
increase in population, which is rather remarkable considering that the Bdgalkot 
Tffiuka suffered to a very great extent from the famine of 1876-77. The only 
explanation I can offer is that between the early settlement and the famine popu- 













lation must have increased very rapidly with the gradual development of the tract 
and that although the famine thinned the population greatly, the decrease caused 
thereby did not counterbalance the increase, to which the last few years of com¬ 
parative prosperity has still further added. This explanation is borne out by 
the figures given m paragraph 2 of Mr. McCallum’s report which, however, refer 
to the whole t&luka, including In am villages. I have no desire to under-estimate 
the catastrophe of the famine in the Bagalkot Tdluka. It was a terrible blow 
to the country and a great check to its prosperity, but it is a strong evidence of 
the success of the expired settlement that so great a calamity should have been 
experienced and that yet there should be an appreciable increase in population 
and agricultural cattle over the number censused at its first introduction. 

12. As regards the other hoads of agricultural stock I have alluded above 
to the large increase in the number of carts which points to a complete revolu¬ 
tion of the character of trade during the period of settlement. There is the same 
marked decrease in the number of cows, buffaloes and their young which was 
found in the neighbouring tdluka of Hungund and which is due to a great extent 
to tho famine, but also to a gradual diminution of this kind of stock which follow¬ 
ed the cultivation of lands originally devoted to pasturage. Tho same cause 
tended to reduce the number or sheep and goats very materially, but I have 
frequently of late had to notice the great impetus which has been given to sheep 
breeding by the poorer lands being thrown out of cultivation and by the brisk 
demand for wool. The Bagalkot villages are no exception, for we find that the 
present number of sheep and goats is in excess even of tho number at the first 
settlement by 2 per cent. 

13. In paragraph 23 of Mr. Fletcher’s report it is shown that only 58 per 
cent, of the fields are cultivated by the registered occupants, which is a proportion 
less than has been found in the recently re-settled Taluka of Hungund and in 
other parts of the Presidency. It is to be attributed, I think, to the presence 
for a long time past of a large non-agricultural communit}'- containing not a few 
enterprising capitalists. Such persons trading in a remote part of the Presidency 
and in the very midst of a cultivating population would not be long in discover¬ 
ing the advantages of land as an investment. It does not follow that the land 
has come into their hands through the debts and disabilities of the original cul¬ 
tivators, for it is believed that the rayats in these parts are not in the same 
involved condition as those of the Deccan. But when the Survey Settlement 
came into force and some 80,000 acres of waste land were made available for 
cultivation by comparative fixity of tenure and fixity of demand, the capitalist 
was on the spot and had the same opportunities which the rayat had of securing 
the occupancy of land. 

14. The condition of the rayats of the tract to be dealt with is naturally 
one of the most serious questions to be discussed in a settlement report. I have 
already mentioned that the rayats of Bdgalkot are not oppressed with hereditary 
debt like their brethren in other parts of the Presidency and 1 find that my 
opinion formed when I was Collector of this district is corroborated by an officer 
of the great local experience of Mr. J. F. Fleet in paragraph 11 of his Adminis¬ 
tration Report of 1876. But at the same time I do not shut-my eyes to the fact 
that a considerable amount of land is changing hands because the holdings are 
insufficient to support those who have to subsist upon them or rather because the 
exigencies of the time require a higher standard of cultivation than the holders 
are able or willing to devote to them. And it must be remarked that this transfer 
of the land from the petty holder to the more thriving farmer or the capitalist 
is a transaction which is not confined to one tract of country, but is going on in 
every part of tho Presidency where a “petite culture” is from tho nature of the 
climate and country precarious and unprofitable. I cannot think that from an 
economic point of view the transfer is to be regretted, although there is a senti¬ 
mental argument in favour of retaining on the land, as long as possible, a body 
of independent peasant proprietors. The opening out of the country by roads 
and railways, the demand for exportable products and the necessity for a 
more skilful husbandry to raise them, the competition of distant markets in the 
coarser food grains, the increase in the cost of certain necessaries of life and the 
improved standard of comfort of his more fortunate neighbours—all combine to 
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render the position of the small holder one of great precariousness and anxiety. 
It would seem as if we were now passing through a phase which every agricultu¬ 
ral country must pass through while its resources are being thoroughly developed. 
What is happening now in India apparently happened in England as far back as 
the sixteenth century, when the first burst of increased wealth and prosperity and 
the earliest introduction of the country to an export trade were sufficient to 
make the small yeomen as a class entirely disappear. It would be impossible 
for Government, even if justified by economic laws, to preserve the small farmers 
on their land and to successfully oppose the tide of change. Such a step as a 
lessening of the revenue demand, for instance, would only have the effect of 
increasing the selling value of the land and thereby placing an additional tempt¬ 
ation in the way of the small farmer to get rid of the holding he cannot 
profitably cultivate. I think that there is no cause for apprehension in what is 
happening. Many of the small farmers whose descent to the position of day 
labourer is but a matter of time, are working harder, living in less comfort and 
more harassed by poverty and anxiety than the day labourer with his fixed and 
regular wage. It will probably happen in India as befel in England, where we 
are told that “the gradual divorce of the peasant from the soil which degraded 
him into the day labourer coincided with unabated and perhaps increasing pros¬ 
perity in the higher orders of the agricultural community”.* 

15. Regarding the facts which are offered as to sales, mortgages and 
leases, Mr. Fletcher makes some sensible remarks. His object is to show that 
from mere lists, such as are contained in his Appendices K, L and M, nothing 
more than a general idea can be obtained as to the value of land as an invest¬ 
ment. It is a common fallacy among critics of Bombay settlements to compare 
the multiples of the assessment for which one piece of land is sold or mortgaged 
with the price realized for another piece of land and to condemn the survey 
valuation because the sale values are not in the same proportion to the assess¬ 
ments. It is scarcely necessary, however, to point out that the classification made 
by the Survey is a valuation of the natural productive capabilities of the soil only 
or, as it has been whimsically called, “ its prairie value.” Every improvement made 
by the occupant tends to increase the selling value of the land and its dispro¬ 
portion to the assessment, while even improvements made by Government are 
not permitted, except in exceptional cases, to modify the assessment within the 
period of the settlement. A piece of land, which in the year of settlement was in 
a village remote from even a country track, may a year or two afterwards by the 
opening of a Railway find itself in the proximity of a Railway Station. There 
will be no change in the assessment of the land until a revision of the rates in 
the vicinity, but there will surely be a material change in the value of the land 
in the eye of an intending purchaser. 

16 Such being the case and as Mr. Fletcher has specially deprecated any 
great reliance on averages drawn from his statement of sales it is not easy to 
understand the necessity for Mr. McCallum’s criticism contained in paragraph 5 
of his paper of remarks. Still less is his attempt to reduce the importance of the 
figures justified by the circumstances. Mr. McCallum proceeds on the hypo¬ 
thesis that the lands shown to have been sold in Appendix K. may have been 
under-assessed or improved, and by a strange process of reasoning he considers 
that with these actually registered and accomplished sales an imaginary sale of 
all the arable waste land, which no one wants at present for cultivation, should 
be combined to strike a proper average.- And in fixing a price for the occupancy 
of the waste land he takes the average proceeds of the sale of the grazing upon 
it for one year, forgetting apparently the great difference between the sale of the 
right to graze cattle on the land for a short period and the right to cultivate it 
for ever on payment of the Government assessment. 

17. I now pass on to consider the Revenue history of the tdluka as given 
in a tabulated form in Appendix P. This very useful statement shows at a 
glance the various phases of agricultural development through which the villages 
have passed since the introduction of the settlement. It would seem that the 


* English Land and English Landlords by the Hon. G. 0. Broderick. 
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land was not taken up at first “ at a bound” as was the case in Hangund andelse- 
where, but that a sure and steady rate of annual progress was maintained until 
about 1863-64, which is suggestive of a very depressed condition of the rayat at 
the outset but a subsequent steady increase in his wealth and prosperity. After 
1863-64 the area of occupation is more slowly added to until we reach the highest 
limit in 1877-78, the year after the famine, when all occupied land remained 
intact in the names of the occupants and those who would afford to do so would 
naturally be induced by the enormous value of produce even to extend their occu¬ 
pancies. I believe that Mr. Fletcher is correct in his inference that about the 
period of 1864 all the land of unquestionable rent*paying capability had come 
under the plough and that what was taken up after that date was land which 
would only be likely to pay a rent in years of high prices, such as those during 
and following the American war when such a remarkable fall took place in the 
value of the precious metals. Since the famine there has been a gradual process 
of disgorgement of the lands which were taken up in those years of almost 
spurious prosperity and which are incapable of profitable cultivation when prices 
are oscillating in the manner they have done during the last decade. The pro¬ 
cess has been accelerated by the sudden fall in prices in 1880 to 1882 and has 
continued down to 1882-83, for which year I am now able to give the correct 
figures relating to the group of 124 villages :— 

Area of occupied laud ... ... ... ... ... Acres 138,543. 

Assessment of do. ... ... ... ... ... Rs, 79,139. 

Remissions ... ... ... ... ... ... Nil. 

Area of unoccupied land ... ... ... ... ... Acres 13,610. 

Assessment of do. ... ... ... ... ... Rs. 4,225 

Outstanding balance . ... Nil. 

It- will be observed that in this year there is a further diminution of 464 acres 
in the occupied area assessed at Rs. 112 or about 4 annas 8 pies per acre. No land 
of any great worth appears to be going out of cultivation and probably only that 
which has been a burden rather than otherwise to the occupants during the 
recent period of the low prices. The greater portion of the area of unoccupied 
land would probably be re-absorbed by a reversion to high prices, but the steady 
and continuous occupation of this land will only be brought about by its falling 
into the hands of improving occupants or its becoming an adjunc to large 
holdings. 

18. The success of the past settlement may be fairly judged from the 
figures given in this table regarding the collection of revenue. Outstanding 
balances almost entirely disappeared after the year succeeding settlement and the 
whole demand was collected promptly and regularly until 1876-77, when about 
half remained unrealized. For three years subsequent to the famine considerable 
sums were outstanding; but the amount has diminished until, as will be seen 
from the figures in the preceding paragraph, there are no remissions and out¬ 
standing balances at all in 1882-83. The information given by Mr. Fletcher in 
his paragraph 27 regarding the measures adopted against defaulters show that in 
1881-82 there were but 183 reminders issued and in 7 cases only had distraint to 
be resorted to. The ante-famine promptness and facility of realization of the 
demands seems to have returned in a very great measure. 

19. I have now to deal with the subject of prices which is the most im¬ 
portant of all. It is a consideration of prices which alone indicates the share of 
the increased value of produce which Government might take, while all other 
collateral facts are merely qualifying elements, helping to the still more important 
consideration as to what share Government ought to take. Mr. Fletcher has 
shown from a comparison of the figures of prices for the first decade of the 
period of settlement and the eleven years from 1871-72 to 1881-82 that the 
value of the staple products has more than doubled or in other words that the 
demand absorbs less than half the share of the cultivators’ net produce which it 
did when the old rates were considered. But the fluctuations of prices have 
been so great of late years that it is difficult to obtain any appropriate period for 
a fair comparison. The prices of 1882-83, which I have collated from the price 
currents of B&galkot market, show that the fall continued into that year and that 
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the average price of jow^ri was 35 sers and of wheat 21. There has recently 
been a more than corresponding rise and the average of the six months from 
April to September 1883 gives jow£ri at 29 sers and wheat at 19| sers. If we 
compare the current rates with the average rates of the first decade we find the 
following :— 


Product. 

Average Sers per 
Rupee from 
1851-52 to 1860-61. 

Average Seri per 
Rupee in the last 

6 months. 

Increase Sers. 

Percentage Increase. 

Jowflri 

47 

29 

18 

62 

Wheat 

32 

19J 

12i 

62 

G ram 

29 

19 

10 

52 


Although, therefore, going upon the averages of certain periods the increase 
of value shown is 100 per cent, and upwards, it would be dangerous to assume as 
the basis of the revised rates any such very favorable calculation. As far as can 
be judged at present the opening out of the railway should result in the steadying 
of prices on a high level, but experience has shown that even in districts to 
which Railway communication has been extended sudden falls cannot be avoided. 
As every settlement to be just should take into consideration the level to which 
prices may fall, I think it scarcely safe to claim a general increase in the value of 
the chief cereals and pulses of more than 66 per cent. For cotton, however, a 
considerably greater increase may fairly be accepted not falling short of 100 per 
cent. 

20. The grouping of the villages into assessment circles and the maximum 
rate to be applied to each which are specified in paragraph 29 were discussed 
personally between Mr. Fletcher and myself and I would strongly recommend 
them for acceptance by Government. The original estimate of the variations in 
climate within this tract made by Captain "Wingate has been justified by further 
experience and in very few cases has the grouping arranged by him been departed 
from. It is true that communications subsequently openea have to a certain 
extent altered the condition of things and that the Railway now under construc¬ 
tion will effect a still greater change, but in a country like Bdgalkot and in carrying 
out a system of assessment mainly founded on the productive capabilities of the 
soil the climate must be the chief consideration. There are wide stretches of 
soil suited only for kharff crops. Here and there a dependable rain-fall causes 
the land to fructify annually ; but in villages where the early rains are capricious 
there will frequently be bu t little to employ either road or Railway. And still 
more so with the rabi tracts. Marshall, the Statistical Reporter, writing in 
1820 says of Bdgalkot: “ Were the black soil to be as certain of its appropri- 
“ ate quantity of moisture as the lands of Broach and Surat usually are in 
“ believe it would be one of the most productive tracts in the world and were it 
“ also all in tilth (a speculation almost as theoretical as the former) would be 
“ capable of feeding a population twenty times greater than that which now 
“ inhabit it.” 

21. The villages now being dealt with were divided by Captain Wingate 
into four groups and the map accompanying the report will show that four groups 
are virtually retained. The town of Bagalkot is singled out for a higher maximum 
rate of assessment, viz. Rs. 1-10 because in addition to a good climate it possesses 
superior advantages in the way of roads, it will soon be the most important 
Railway station between ShoUpur and Hubli, its lands bear a distinctly high 
value which must still further increase and its cultivators owing to the immediate 
proximity of a market for their produce and the cheapness of manure are very 
favourably situated. Four villages adjoining Bagalkot which are well off both as 
regards climate and proximity to the railway are selected for a Re. 1 -6-0 maximum 
rate and form a second group. The third group with a maximum rate of Re. 1-4-0 
includes the town of Kal4dgi and comprises 49 villages in the Ghatprabha valley 
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chiefly to the south of that river, enjoying perhaps the most even climate in the 
tffluka, fairly provided with communications and conveniently situated for 
Bdgalkot. The fourth group, comprising 40 villages also, lies to the north and 
north-east of tho villages of the third group. It contains the market town of 
Bilgi and will bear a maximum rate of Rs. 1-2-0. These villages are considered 
to have equal advantages on the whole, some having an inferior climate but fair 
communications and others having a more reliable climate but worse off as re¬ 
gards accessibility to Bdgalkot, the great focus of trade. The last group consists 
of clusters of villages to the north of tho tdluka which have a less satisfactory 
climate added to want of roads and difficulty of intercommunication. Each 
group is distinguished on tho map by coloring, India villages being left un- 
touched. 

22. The revenue derived from rice and garden land has always been and 
still is very trifling. Tho maximum rate for the small area which is classed as 
rice has been fixed, as in Hungund, at Rs. 8, but the resulting average rate is 
only Rs. 2-11-0 per acre. There is no Pdtasthal or water-channel irrigation in 
the tdluka, the small streams being unsuited for it. The entire garden area is 
under wells which have been treated according to the liberal principles observed 
in revision settlements and bears an average assessment of Rs. 1-7-10 per acre. 
As pointed out by Captain Wingate in his settlement report of the 9th Juno 
1852 there are several localities on the chief rivers where works of irrigation 
might be constructed with very great benefit to the country. The Irrigation 
Department is active in the Kahidgi District and attention will doubtless be 
directed in good time to the protection of Bdgalkot by canals as well as by rail¬ 
way. The Muchkhandi Tank recently constructed is a great improvement, 
commanding 5,200 acres. 

23. The general result of the imposition of the above rates will he an 
immediate increase to the Government revenue of Rs. 22,282 per annum or 27'9 
per cent, and it will he seen from Mr. Fletcher’s table in paragraph 32 that the 
increase is very fairly distributed over all the groups, the highest increase in any 
single group being only a fraction over 33 per cent. The arable unoccupied land 
available for extension of cultivation is 14,507 acres or 9 - 2 per cent, of the whole 
arable area, and being assessed on an average at Ro. 0-5-6 per acre leaves room 
for an increment of revenue of Rs. 5,013. The average rate per acre for all 
kinds and descriptions of land will become Re. 0-11-5 per acre as against Re. 0-9-1 
under the expired settlement. The increase will he Re. 0-2-4 per acre. 

24. I must here proceed to notice the Acting Collector Mr. Muir’s criti¬ 
cisms which I take to be directed not against the moderation of the proposed 
assessment, which lie appears to admit, but against the structure of the report 
and the basis upon which tho proposals have been founded. Tho gist of 
Mr. Muir’s observations is that the report is deficient: — 

ls<.—Because it contains no explanation as to what percentage of the profits 
of cultivation has in time past belonged to Government in theory and 
in practice. 

2nd.—Because it is silent as to the percentage of those profits which could 
fairly he claimed at the present time as the property of Government, 
and 

3rd.—Because it is not clearly shown why, when the value of agricultural 
produce has doubled during the period of the expired settlement, 27’9 
per cent, has been fixed upon as the particular measure of enhance¬ 
ment. 

25. As regards the first objection I think Government will agree with me 
that, however interesting and useful it might be in an original settlement report 
to trace the various revenue systems which have gone before and the manner in 
which the country flourished or deteriorated under each successive system, it is 
not necessary to go over the same ground in making proposals for a revision 
settlement. When the sole object is to fix what modifications of a former 
British settlement have to be made, it would scarcely be relevant to go back to 
the teaching of Manu as to the State demand or to describe the share of the 
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produce claimed by the old Hindu dynasties, the commuted cash assessments of 
the Mogul or the arbitrary exactions of the Maratha. Nor would it bo profit¬ 
able to discuss the vexed question as to whether our assessment is a tax or a 
rent or a due. It is sufficient to state the principle which lies at the root of the 
Bombay settlement system that the assessment is to be a charge on the true 
rent of the land and that in fixing the amount of the assessment, whether under 
original or revision settlement, one of the main objects is to leave with the 
occupant of the land a very considerable portion of its true rent. 

26. With reference to the second objection I would go still further and 
venture to say that if Mr. Fletcher had pretended to found his assessments on 
any theoretical or practical share of the cultivator’s profits he would have intro¬ 
duced an unauthorized innovation into the system of which he is an exponent. 
A perusal of the well-known Joint Report of 1847 will satisfy Mr. Muir that 
the Bombay system, while taking into comprehensive consideration every 
subject upon which other revenue systems are founded, binds itself by no en¬ 
gagement to take any theoretical proportion of the gross or net produce of the 
land. While the difference of land tenure renders it almost impossible to pro- 
-ceed, as in Upper India, on the direct basis of actual and estimated rentals, the 
difficulty of ascertaining the true rent of land under a rayatwari system and the 
wreck of Mr. Pringle’s settlements which attempted to do so have given us 
good cause to avoid the more complicated system of Madras. It is mainly this 
characteristic which has caused our system to be called an “ empirical ” one, but 
experience has shown, and it is for Government to show in future, that the bene¬ 
volent empiricism of the^ Bombay system will compare favourably in its results 
with any of the hard and fast principles of assessment which have been adopted 
in other parts of India. 

27. As regards Mr. Muir’s third objection I have only to say that it has 
been fully accepted as a principle of the revenue system that there should be no 
attempt to enhance assessments in arithmetical proportion to a rise in prices. 
The violent fluctuations in prices which have lately been experienced compel us 
to accept a comparison with the early years of the settlement with great caution, 
and the danger of proceeding literally on such a comparison has been too surely 
demonstrated. It was a consideration of this danger that induced the Govern¬ 
ment of Bombay in 1874 to prescribe to its settlement officers a limit of enhance¬ 
ment on a single group of villages of 33 per cent, and, as Government are aware, 
the advisability of keeping any periodical enhancement on account of' prices alone 
under 15 per cent, has been recently mooted and discussed. Mr. Muir 
asks how the figure of 27*9 per cent, has been arrived at, and I answer that it 
is the direct result calculated to accrue from the moderate increase of the maxi¬ 
mum rates, which from a consideration of all which has been discussed in this 
report appears to be justified, together with a small increase on the area which 
formerly escaped assessment but which is now assessed. There has been no 
kind of manipulation in arriving at these figures : on the contrary the process is 
simplicity itself. Perhaps it might be argued that in these villages an increase 
up to the full limit of 33 per cent, might strictly be demanded and it would be 
easy for me to raise the maximum rates so as to reach that figure ; but, in a tract 
comparatively remote and undeveloped and containing an agricultural population 
with an admittedly low standard of comfort, that slight foregoing of the strict 
demand which has carried the original settlements safely over many a season of 
drought and failure and landed them in success should in my humble opinion 
form a feature of revision settlement as well. I consider, moreover, that an 
increase of the average rate per acre of 2 annas 4 pies is sufficient to mark an 
enhancement of the rates at this particular period of development. 

28. If it be admitted that the proposed increase to the rates of these 
villages is sufficient and suitable for the next period of settlement it remains to 
be considered whether the full revised rates should be at once levied or whether, 
as in the case of the Hungund Tdluka, a remission on the revised rates should 
be given for any short period to pave the way for the full levy. It appears to 
me that advantages and disadvantages are so evenly balanced in both tracts that 
any concession made to the one may fairly be made to the other also. If Hungund 
has soils of intrinsically greater value than Bfigalkot the latter is shown to be some¬ 
what better off in general resources and means of cultivation. But there are two 
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No. 3880 of 1883. 


F rora 

J. FAIRLIE MUIR, Esq., 

Acting Collector, Kalddgi District; 

To 

The SURVEY and SETTLEMENT COMMISSIONER. 

Bijdpitr, 7th September 1883. 

Sir, 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 1765, dated 
11th ultimo. You direct ine in it to submit to you “with as little delay as 
convenient, the revision settlement report of the Bdgalkot Tiiluka”—the report 
“to be submitted in time to obtain the orders of Government.’' 

2. I lose no time, therefore, in forwarding this report to you, I am 
not aware by what date it ought to reach you ; but it has, apparently, already 
been detained too long in my office. This report, No. 680, dated 80th June 

last, was sent by Mr. Grant, my predecessor, to 

* Assistant Collector in McCallum,* who was asked to give his opinion 

charge of the taluka. . ,., T - ,. • . b £ 

about it. Learning this on enquiry, on receipt of your 
letter, I requested Mr. McCallum to return it to me without delay. I received 
the report back from him only on the 1st instant. 

3. I have perused the report, but have not been ablo to give to its study 
the time and attention that a question of such importance demands. And, in 
any case, my opinion about it would be of little or no value, seeing that I have 
not been able to refer to the correspondence about the original settlement and 
the Government orders thereon. The reasons for this I need not go into here. 
Further, I have not tho local knowledge to enable me to form an opinion of value ; 
my acquaintance with the district has been only of a few weeks’ duration. 
I pass on the report to you at once, all the more readily, as it is, in my opinion, 
deficient on several points in information necessary to enable one to judge of 
the expediency of the proposals made therein. 

4. These “proposals” are “for revision settlement of 126 villages of the 

old Bdgalkot Tdluka.” * * “The proposed increase on the Government 

occupied lands is, it will be seen, Us. 22,282, or 27’9 per cent.” The questions 
for disposal are—whether the proposed rates of assessment are (I) fair as regards 
the interests of the State, and (II) equitable to the cultivator. The report does 
not seem to me to dispose of either question exhaustively or, even, satisfactorily. 

5. (I) As regards the interests of the State. The assesment in question is 
not a tax proper. By immemorial prescriptive right the State is entitled to a 
portion of the rent proper of all land not alienated by it ;— i. e. to a percentage 
of the profits of the cultivation of this land. In a report of the kind, now mad^ 
some attempt to define these rights of the State—as part-holder of the land- 
might, therefore, not unreasonably be looked for. One wishes to learn from 
the report, in the first place, what percentage of these profits has, in time 
past, belonged to Government—(1) theoretically and (2) in practice. The report 
might, then, state what percentage could fairly be claimed, at the present time, 
as the property of Government. 

6. This matter was doubtless gone into when the proposals for the original 
settlement, effected 30 years ago, were made. But, nevertheless, it surely 
ought not to be ignored—as it is—in the proposals for the revised settlement. The 
report tells us, certainly, the rates of assessment, settled 30 years ago, But it 
leaves us in doubt as to what percentage of the profits of cultivation these repre¬ 
sent ; and as to whether this percentage is the full amount that the State 
(as part land-holder) is entitled to claim. 
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7. I consider, then, that it is essential, in a settlement of the land revenue, 
to lay down, in the first place, what the rights of Government are—what percent¬ 
age of the profits of cultivation is its due. This limitation of its dues—this 
standard of its claims—must be learnt before we can proceed further. How far 
these claims should be enforced is, of course, quite a separate question. My 
contention is shortly this—that the report in question makes no attempt to define 
the percentage of the profits of cultivation that Government is entitled to. This, 
I hold, vitiates the proposals, ah initio. 


8. Not only this ; but tbe report does not state—nor, indeed, refer in any 
way to—the percentage of the profits of cultivation that it is now proposed to 
take. How, then, can one judge whether the State has been fairly treated ? 

9. Absolutely we cannot—we can do so relatively, however, for we have 
the original survey rates with which to compare those now proposed. But, 
here again, the report is at fault. 

10. The original rates were fixed as representing the money value of the 
State share of the net produce of the land. This share,—whatever the amount 
was that was then claimed,—is the same now that it was 30 years ago. Neverthe¬ 
less its money value has greatly increased. Granted that the amount of the 
share was definitely fixed 30 years ago, and that, then, the Government claims 
wore pressed to the full—the State is now, in all justice, entitled to the present 
full value of this amount; enhanced, as it is, by the relative fall in the value of 
money. 

11. We require, then, to know the prices of raw produce that ruled 30 
years ago, and on which the original rates were fixed. But this information is 
nowhere to be found in the report in question. Further, though the prices of 
raw produce are given in the report for the last 30 years, yet no estimate is 
offered of the prices that rule at present, and of those likely to rule for some 
timo to come. 

12. From the prices given, however, (as stated above) for the last 30 years 
it would seem that the money value of raw produce has, at least, doubled within 
the period of settlement. Why have tho rates of assessment not been enhanced 
in proportion? Their increase is only 27'9 percent. Why have the State dues 
thus apparently been foregone ? I do not say that tho State shai'e of the raw 

m . . produce,* that was exacted 30 years ago, ought now 

value^* 11S> ^ 1>re8erit * ,Q claimed. But 1 do think that some explanation 

is called for;—as to why a portion, only, of this share 
is now claimed. Tbe dues of the State—of all persons not cultivating or holding 
unalieuated land—have, apparently, in part been foregone. Why is this ? 


13. Then (II) the rates must also be equitable to the agriculturist. They 
must, in his interests, be kept as low as is consistent with the just claims of the 
State—the part land-holder. Whether 30 years ago these claims were pressed to 
the full does not appear. But, granted that they were— i. e. that the portion of 
* or its money value. raw produce* then taken was the full amount of the 
lJ ^ ' dues of the State—it follows that the same portion* 

should now be taken. That is, it should so be taken, unless there be good reason 
to the contrary. 


14. First, we have to look at the condition of the country—the density of 
the population, the affluence of tho agricultural class, the sufficiency of agricul¬ 
tural stock, &c,—now-a-days as compared with its condition at the time of the 
original survey. No doubt, during the intervening 30 years, great changes have 
taken place. The condition of the country has at times improved• at times it 
has fallen back. The result, however, is apparently in favor of the agricul¬ 
turist ; the condition of the country is apparently now more flourishing than it 
was at the time of the original settlement. The famine of six years ago impo¬ 
verished the country; but the District has now fairly recovered itself, so far as I 
can learn. At all events, there can be little doubt but that, in the ordinary 
course of events, it will more than recover itself within the next few years. 
Against the loss, caused by this calamity, must be credited the improvement in 
the condition of the agriculturist caused by the rise of prices that followed the 
American War, the opening out of the country by roads and railways, &c. The 
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money value of the raw produce, left with the agriculturist after the deduction of 
the Government share, has in consequence greatly risen. The balance is well 
on the credit side. There is no reason then, on this account, that what was 
estimated 30 years ago as the fair amount of the State dues should now be cut 
down. The amount of the net produce, then taken, may now be fairly claimed— 
if indeed it be not increased— as far as the condition of the agriculturist is concerned. 
And, if this holds good as regards the net raw produce, it follows that its money 
value (higher or lower, as the case may be, than it was 30 years ago) is similarly 
claimable from him, 

15. But another point remains to be considered. It is, no doubt, the right 
of the State to claim the present money value of this share of the net produce. 
But is it advisable to do so ? Eventually and by degrees the whole of this mo¬ 
ney value ought certainly to be claimed. For the present, however, it is expedient 
to take only a portion of the increase. It is expedient to do so, because any 
great rise in the amount of the assessment (especially as it is paid in money) 
would seriously disturb the standard of comfort that now obtains in the home of 
the agriculturist, and so would interfere with the general welfare of the country. 
During the 30 years the rates of assessment have practically been falling; the 
agriculturist has, year by year, had more of the net produce at his disposal. 
This is so, because year by year a smaller portion has sufficed to pay the money 
demand of the State—the part land-holder. The State does not wish to throw 
him back; but, in justice to itself, it cannot relinquish its rights. 

These must now be clearly asserted ; though, at the same time, they should 
only gradually be enforced. It appears expedient that in such cases some regular 
scale of enhancement should bo followed. This rate might well be fixed at one 
anna in the rupee—-6'25 per cent.—after every five years ; until the full amount 
of the money value of the State share of the net produce be reached. 

1G. I am conscious that I have now written at too great length. Want of 
leisure, in my desire to forward the report on to you as soon as possible, is the 
reason why I have not expressed myself more tersely. I trust, then, that the 
error may be condoned. To sum up, I contend that the report, now submitted, 
does not contain the information necessary to enable Government to pass final 
orders on the proposals made. I have explained in some detail the major points, 
about which the information is, in my opinion, deficient, 

I have the honor to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

J. FAIRLIE MUIR, 

Acting Collector. 
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REVISION SETTLEMENT OP .THE BA'GALKOT TA'LUKA OF THE 

KALA'DGI DISTRICT. 


Copy of letter No. 428, dated 27th 
August 1883, from Mr. B. McCallum, 
First Assistant Collector, to the 
Collector, Kalddgi District. 

With. reference to your No. 3052, 
dated the 10th ultimo, I have the 
honour to state below, my opinion on 
the subject of Mr. Fletcher’s No. 680 of 
the 30th June last to you :— 

2. The figures in paragraph 14 only 
refer to 124 out of 174 villages in the 
thluka, and include the two largest 
towns, ?U3.,Bdgalkot and Kalddgi. The 
population of Bdgalkot is chiefly en¬ 
gaged in trade and suffered little by the 
famine. It does not follow that because 
in these villages there has been an in¬ 
crease of population of 9 - 3 per cent., 
there has been an increase of the whole 
tdluka. 

To show the loss of tdluka caused 
by the famine, I show the population 
and number of cattle in 1875-76 and 
1880-81 :— 



1875-76 

1 1880-81, taken 
i from TfUuk a 

1 Form No 34 

1 compiled from 
the Village 
Census taken 
at the end o! 
July 1880. 

1881. 

Imperial 

Census. 

Population . 

109,534 

61,773 

96,798 

Cattle, male and femalu 

57,044 

36,772 



3. Para. 18.—The number of agri¬ 
cultural cattle may be sufficient for the 
land actually cultivated; but I have 
been informed by the ryots all over my 
charge that the quantity of land lying 
waste is due to the want of men and 
cattle to cultivate it. 


4. Para. 22.—If the conclusion 
drawn from the number of persons able 
to read and write and under instruction 
is that the position of agriculturists is 
such that they can afford to send their 
children to school and replace them by 
b 750—1 


Notes made thereon by Mr. J. Fairlie 
Muir, Acting Collector, Kalddgi 
District. 


This is beside the question at issue. 
The proposals, made by the Superin¬ 
tendent, are with reference only to 
these 124 (or rather 126) villages. 
With the population, then, of these 
we are alone concerned. It is imma¬ 
terial whether or not “ there has been 
an increase of the whole titluka.” 


I have not verified these figures. 
The terrible loss, caused by the fa¬ 
mine, is admitted on all sides. Still, 
it may be held that the condition of 
these villages is as flourishing now, 
as it was at the time of the settle¬ 
ment ; and that, in a few years, it will 
become much more so. There has 
been an increase in population of 9’3 
per cent.; a decrease in the number 
of agricultural cattle of 2’9 per cent., 
and of cows, buffaloes, &c., of 41 per 
cent. Doubtless, the more valuable 
cattle have survived; the sickly and 
worthless have gone. The curtailing 
of free grazing during the 30 years 
and the high prices of fodder in the 
famine readily account for this de¬ 
crease. Nor is the loss of the more 
worthless cattle, by any meanB, an 
unmitigated evil. 

Agricultural cattle are sufficiently 
numerous. Further, as their numbers 
are, now , only 2 - 9 per cent, less than 
at the time of the last settlement, and 
as there is every reason to believe 
that they will soon increase, this 
furnishes no ground for claiming, 
now, a less proportion of the profits 
of cultivation than was exacted then. 

Education has made satisfactory 
progress during the 30 years. This 
is one of the proofs, of the flourishing 
condition of the country. If its con¬ 
dition is flourishing—if its condition 
is as satisfactory at the present time 




2 


hired labour, I think it is wrong, the 
great proportion of children at school 
are in Bagalkot, Bilgi and Kaladgi and 
in those towns belong to the non-agri- 
cultural classes. When visiting schools 
about harvest time, I usually find a con¬ 
siderable number of boys on the register 
absent, the reason given being that they 
are watching crops or helping to get in 
the harvest. 

5. Para. 24.—The statements show¬ 
ing the multiples of the assessment for 
which land is sold, mortgaged or leased, 
are given as ‘ impressing one with the 
high value land boars in this tdluka.’ I 
do not see how the conclusion can be 
drawn. There seem to me to be three 
reasons why somo land should sell, let 
or be mortgaged for a greater number of 
times the assessment than other land : 

(1) it has been improved by the occupant; 

(2) since theoriginalassessment in 1851, 
the circumstances have been changed 
by, for instance, a new market being 
opened or communications with former 
markets being improved; (3) the origin¬ 
al assessment was unequal, and the 
land sold for, say 10 times the assess¬ 
ment, was assessed much less than it 
should have been compared with land 
sold for five times the assessment. In 
the first case tho high value of the land 
is due not to a low assessment but to the 
improvements made by the occupants, 
which should not be a ground for in¬ 
creasing the assessment. As for the 
change of circumstances as regards the 
position with regard to markets, &c., the 
■ only change that I can find on enquiry to 

have taken place is the improvement of 
external communications, as the roads to 
Sholapur and the coast; and these im¬ 
provements would affect the wholetdluka 
almost equally aud could not cause such 
a range in the letting value of the land 
as we find in the Appendix K, viz., 
from l'4to 54’5 times the assessment. 

I cannot find that any such changes as 
those referred to have taken place within 
the tctluka or adjacent to it. No new 
markets have, as far as I can learn, been 
opened. There are very few local roads 
kept up by public funds, and even if they 
have been constructed since 1851 they 
cannot affect local traffic much. Carts 
can go along a country track in this tri- 
luka almost as well as along a made road 
in dry weather. There is very little rain 
to make the roads heavy : the people are 
seldom if ever in such a hurry as not to 
be able to wait till the cross country 


as it was 30 years ago —then, primd 
facie , the proportion of the profits of 
cultivation, taken 30 years ago, may 
now fairly be taken. 


The same inference as above may, 
here, be drawn. Appendices K, L, 
M, show the high value, that land, 
paying the original rates of assess¬ 
ment, has acquired. Government is 
entitled to share in the increase of the 
money-value of the profits of cultiva¬ 
tion of this land. 
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roads are passable, and the greater part 
of the local trade as bringing grain to 
market is done by women who carry it 
on their heads, and it makes very little 
difference to them whether they walk 
along the made road or foot-path across 
fields. As regards the third case, viz 
the unequality of assessment, the Sur¬ 
vey Department would be taking ad¬ 
vantage of their own wrong if they 
made the fact that a small portion of 
the land in the t41uka owing to its 
being underassessed sells on an aver¬ 
age for several times the assessment, 
the ground for concluding that the 
land generally sells for so many times 
the assessment. 

Take Appendix K. for instance; from 
1878 to 1882 land paying its. 761 as¬ 
sessment was sold for on an average 
nearly 12 times the assessment. These 
are only the sales registered which were 
undoubtedly not all the sales. No sta¬ 
tistics can be had of the sales not regis¬ 
tered. But during the same years there 
was (Appendix F.) waste land assessed 
as below :—• 


Years. 

Assess¬ 

ment. 

Sale of 
Grass. 

1677-78 

Rs. 

1,237 

Rs. 

1,151 

1878-79 

1,2-49 

750 

1879-80 

1,706 

840 

1880-81 

4,044 

706 

1881-82 

4,122 

746 

Average assessment of 
waste for the five years,. 

12,358 

2,476-6 

4,199 

839-8 


In calculating the selling value of 
the land in tho tdluka this waste should 
be taken into consideration. Thus in 
Appendix K. land assessed at Rs. 761 
sold for Rs. 7,548 or about 9'9 times. 

Supposing the waste land had also 
been sold and the auction bid was equal 
to once the assessment, we would have 
laud assessed at— 

Rs. 761 sold for Rs. 7,548. 

Rs. 2,476 sold for Rs. 839 8. 

which would make the average let¬ 
ting price only about 3’3 times the 
assessment. It is not fair to take as 
a sample of the whole taluka a very 
small portion of underassessed or 
improved land (Rs. 7G1 being a very 
small portion of the total assessed area. 
Even of these 124 villages which is 
Rs. 84,000) and to leave out of consi¬ 
deration the waste. Of course I pre¬ 
sume that the information contained in 
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Appendices K., L. and M. has been col¬ 
lected in order to justify the increase in 
the assessment of the t&luka, other¬ 
wise I do not see why it appears in Mr. 
Fletcher’s report. My remarks about 
Appendix K. apply equally to Appendi¬ 
ces L. and M. 

6. Para. 25.—I think in calculating 
the averages of the last three decades 
the abnormally low prices of 1851-52, 
1852-53 and 1853-54 should be left out. 
Mr. Fletcher excludes the abnormally 
high prices of 1864-65, 1865-66 and 
1877-78. Excluding the abnormally 
low and high prices the average of the 
three decades would be for jowdri:— 

1851-52 to 18G1-G2 to 1871-72 to 
18G0-61. 1870-71. 1880-81. 

37-7 26- 24- 

showing a rise of only about 50 per 
cent, instead of about 100 per cent., 
as shown by Mr. Fletcher’s figures. 

I look with great suspicion on the 
prices given in Appendix P. for the first 
throe years following the introduction of 
the original survey assessment; it is 
strange that they should have been 
years (a) of such plenty as never to have 
been at all approached in the subsequent 
27 years. I have questioned a very in¬ 
telligent person here, tho Secretary of 
the Municipality. He is 53 years of 
age and belongs to Bdgalkot and was 
living during these years of plenty, but 
informs me that he never remembers 
the jowdri being any thing like so 
cheap as jowdri in Appendix N., and 
that to the best of his belief the price 
only averages about 8 seers the rupee 
more now than it has done as long as 
he can recollect. 


(a) There is nothing to show that 
these were years of abnormal plenty ; 
nor that the harvests have not been as 
good during fho years, that have 
followed—with the exception of a 
year or two. Low prices ruled in these 
three years; as they doubtless ruled 
in the years before the settlement. 
But they soon rose. Not, because the 
harvests in after-years were less 
bounteous; but, because the develop¬ 
ment of the country threw open more 
profitable markets. The glut in the 
local market—the only market prac¬ 
tically available—caused this so-called 
“ plenty.” The low prices of three 
years (if wages were not low in pro¬ 
portion) would benefit the won-agri¬ 
culturists. But to the agriculturist, 
the subsequent rise in prices was all 
gain. It is him that the wondrous 
changes of the thirty years have 
specially benefited. In the “years of 
plenty” the agriculturist’s produce 
could not find its way to the sea other¬ 
wise than on pack-bullocks. The 
carts—665 per cent, less in number 
than they are now and these too sin¬ 
gularly unwieldy—shared the local 
traffic with the pack bullocks; but 
for want of roads could only be moved 
in the fair weather. All is now 
changed. Good roads and the railway 
are our guarantee that the “ years of 
plenty” will not return. 
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7. In his report on Hungund Mr. 
Fletcher, as far as I recollect, estimated 
cotton to be twice the price in Bomba)'' 
now than it used to be in 1851. It 
does not follow that it fetched twice 
the price in Bdgalkot. If my estimate 
of the rise in the price of jowari is 
correct, the rise in the price of cotton 
on the spot would probably be only 
about 50 per cent, or land would be 
diverted to growing the more profit¬ 
able crop. 

8. Para 28. Mr. Fletcher thinks 
we may confidently look forward to a 
period of prosperity unparalleled in 
the past. What the effect of tho 
Railway may be on this tdl ulca re¬ 
mains to be seen. There can be no 
doubt it will immensely benefit the 
district as a whole : it may possibly in¬ 
jure the circumstances of tho culti¬ 
vators in this taluka by bringing into 
competition, to a greater extent than 
at present, the produce of tho rich Don 
valley with that of the taluka, in the 
market of Bdgalkot to tho advantage, 
of course, of Bdgevddi Tdluka, but tho 
loss of Bdgalkot. Even now much 
jowari is brought to Bagalkot for con¬ 
sumption, by road, and when the rail¬ 
way is open this quantity will certainly 
much increase, 

No signs of recovery are yet. 
apparent as shown by the following 
statistics of the tdluka :— 

Unoccupied 1 1880-81, 1881-82, 1882 83. 

assessed land, j Acres 13,819,13,655,14,217. 

so that though wo are now six years 
past the famine the waste has increas¬ 
ed instead of decreasing: 562 acres 
have been thrown up during the past 
year. 

1 beg to refer you also to my report 
No. , dated the 19th June last, on 

l coiiMl.’ 3 

Hagnur village in Badami Tdluka and 
to call your attention to the large 
amount of waste there. The assess¬ 
ment (a) was greatly enhanced in 1873-74 
and it is difficult to tell whether the 
large amount of waste there is due to 
the famine or to the enhancement. 
The people themselves state the land 
was thrown up in consequence of the 
ffimine but the increased assessment 
may have a great deal to do at least 
with its remaining waste. The famine 
came so soon after the introduction of 
the revised assessment that it is diffi¬ 
cult to trace the causes: I think then 
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The rise in prices in Bdgalkot would, 
of course, not be in 'proportion to the 
rise in the Bombay prices. But the 
whole amount of the rise in the 
Bombay prices would certainly find 
its way, sooner or later, into the 
pockets of the Bdgalkot agriculturist. 
More land is, doubtless, now devoted 
to this profitable crop— i.e. more land 
now than 30 years ago. The Superin¬ 
tendent’s report is deficient in not 
going more fully into this important 
matter. 

The Superintendent’s language is, 
in my opinion, fully warranted by the 
circumstances of the case. The con¬ 
dition of the agriculturist cannot but 
greatly benefit by the opening of the 
railway. Even, if, as suggested, it 
lowered the prices of tho ordinary 
food-g rains, this would not be an 
unmixed evil to tlie agriculturist 
seeing that he is a consumer, as well, 
and a hirer of labor. But the market, 
opened our. by the railway, cannot, in 
any case fail to profit him by raising 
tho prico of cotton and other exports 
of value. 


I have not verified these figures. It 
is sufficient for 
* Notwithstanding our present pur- 
the loss, caused by the 0 £ 0 know 

tamme. 1 , . » ,, 

that* the amount 

of land now under cultivation is not 
less than it was at the time of the 
original settlement. It has increased 
since then by 0'2 per cent. There is, 
further, every promise that it will 
shortly, greatly, increase. 


(a) The meaning of this passage is not 
clear. I have asked Mr. Mcf’allum 
to explain it. further. 
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that the enhancement proposed by Mr. 
Fletcher is not justified by the state of 
the thluka which, as Mr. Fletcher 
admits, is now back (a) to where it was 
in 1864. Why the enhancement is 
fixed at 27‘9 per cent, rather than at 
10 or 20 per cent, there is nothing in 
the report to show. The holdings for 
the most part are very small and even 
at the present rate the occupants have 
enough to do to make both ends meet; 
an increase of over four annas in the 
rupee will bear very heavily on occu¬ 
pants paying Its. 10, 15 or 20 a year 
which, as far as I can judge from the 
receipt-books, is about an average 
sized holding. 

I have, &e., Ac., 

(Signed) E. McC ALBUM, 
First Assistant Collector. 


(a) But yet it is more flourishing, per¬ 
haps, than it was in 1851-52;—-at 


* Taken during the 
30 years of settlement. 


which time the 
mimey-valuo* of 
the State-share 


m the net raw produce was fixed. 


I agree, however, with Mr. McCal- 
lum in what lie states in the next 
sentence. 1 can find nothing in the 
Superintendent’s report to explain why 
the particular rate of enhancement, 
stated, was selected. He fully proves 
that a large enhancement is justified. 
Why has lie selected a rate of 27’9 per 
cent ? The portion of raw produce, 
taken by Government 30 years ago, 
was now doubled in money-value; 
the condition of the country is pros¬ 
perous. Why stop at 27'9 per cent? 
It is of paramount importance that 


we should know the reasons. They 
are not given. 

J. FA1RL1E MUIR, 
Acting Collector. 


No. 4029 or 1883. 


Bijdjmr, 1 7Ik September 1883. 

Forwarded to the Survey and Settlement Commissioner in continuation of 
my letter No. 3880, dated 7th instant. 

2. Mr. McCallura is the Assistant Collector in charge of the B&galkot T'a- 
luka. His opinion carries weight; as he lias served in the District for the 
last 2* years and has been in revenue charge of the taluka in question for If 
year. 

J. FAIREIE MUIR, 
Acting Collector, 


BOMBAY *. rill NT ED AT TH K IJOVKH N M It NT ‘KNTp.iU fRKSfG 



From 


No. G80 of 1883. 


W. M. FLETCHER, Esq, 

Superintendent, Revenue Survey, S. M. C. 

The COLLECTOR of KALA’DGI. 


Survey Superintendent's Office, 
Dharwdr, 30 th June 1883. 


I have the honor to submit proposals for the Revision Settlement of 126 
,, , „ . .. villages of the old Bdgalkot Tdluka, 124 of whicli 

N<>. 0287 of 27tfi September were settled m the year 1850-51, under the Govern- 
1852. ment Resolution noted in the margin ; the remaining 

*Telguti in 1859-60, Acbuta- two * b . eill 8' subsequently settled, now fall in for revi- 
pur 1866-67. sion with those first mentioned. 


The partial remeasurement system, explained fully in former reports 
and tapproved by Government, has been applied to the 
full extent in the villages under report, though it has 
happened that in 28 villages, from their small size and 
other reasons, a complete remeasurement was found to 
>e more economical. In the 98 villages partially remeasured 


Romeaaurement. 
tGovernment Resolution 
No, 2388 of 5th May 1880, 


Old Nos. 


New Nos, 


Acres, 


5,296 remeasured became ... 7,523 = 113,765 

8,281 confirmed ... ... 8,281 = 162,998 

13,577 13,804 276,763 

In the other 28 villages, wholly remeasured, 2,369 old Nos. became 3,046 
new survey Nos ; so that in the whole 126 villages under report, the process of 
measuring separately all existing occupancies, breaking up all holdings of exces¬ 
sive size and, so far as practicable, separating Government from India land, 
resulted in converting 15,946 old into 18,850 new survey numbers. 

3. Details of the differences in area fouud in in¬ 
differences in area of fields. dividual fields are given in the subjoined statement :— 


Villages. 

Total old 
survey Nos. 

Difference. ' 

Nos. in¬ 
cluded in 
village 
site, hill 
lands, &c. 

Nos. not 
remeasured. 

i Within 1 
per cent. 

1 

2 to 5 per 
cent. 

6 to 10 
per cent. 

11 to 15 

per rent. 

lf> to 20 
per cent. 

Over 20 
per cent. 1 

126 

15,946 

2,611 

1 3,466 

733 

214 

113 

218 

310 

8,28) 


It appears, therefore, that in 17 per cent, of the 7,355 remeasured Nos. the 
difference in area exceeded 5 per cent., which is about the proportion which ex¬ 
perience in the Hungund Taluka would lead us to expect in a district similarly 
traversed by large rivers. 


Causes of difference. 


In the next table the causes of the differences 
found to exceed 15 per cent, are indicated, 


Total Nos. 
in which 

Difference 
exceeded 15 
per cent. 

Nos. in which Difference was due to 

Alluvion and 
Diluvion. 

Alterations in 
made roads. 

Mistake? in 
Original Survey 

Other 

reasons. 

331 

262 

27 

18 

24 



2 


4. 


Reclassification. 


The reclassification was carried out on the same system as has been 
followed in all recent revisions, and the proportion of 
old Nos. reclassed in the field was as follows :— 


(1) . Of fields whose old classification exceeded 10 annas G pies, 10 per cent. 

of the first and 5 per cent, of subsequent hundreds. 

(2) . Of fields whose old classification was less than 10 annas G pies, 20 per 

cent, of the first and 10 per cent, of subsequent hundreds. 

(3) . The minimum number of fields reclassed in a village was 7. 

This operation, while affording a basis on which to adjust the whole of the 
old classification to the standard desired, showed that here, as elsewhere, the 
range of values needed widening ; this has been done by raising the classification 
rate of the better soils, or lowering that of the poorer, according as the test 
taken showed either operation to be necessary, and by this means any increase 
of assessment, which Government may sanction, will be made to fall in larger 
proportion on the better soils. 


In the 12G villages coming now under revision * 3,375 Nos. containing 
* 18 per cent, t 14 per cent, f 43,965 acres were reclassed in the field, while in 

t Roads, nilaa, village si‘ts, 45,509 Nos. and 12,64,827 acres the old classification 
Ac., are omitted from this t j. ] 

fig,ire. was adjusted. 


5. In the following statement the area by the 
former survey is contrasted under heads of cultivation 
with that now obtained. 



Former 

Survey. 

Revision 

Survey. 

Difference. 

Arable Dry Crop 

2,50,317 

2,52,036 

+ 2,319 

Bice ... 

111 

125 

+ 14 


310 

499 

-f i 8 i ) 
—1,862 

Unarable, Hills, &c. 

70,688 

68,826 

Total ... 

3,21,126 

3,22,086 

+ 660 


The revised area is, therefore, in the lump approximately identical with 
that of the first survey, the difference being only ’2 per cent., although the inter¬ 
nal discrepancies are for the reason above indicated considerably above the usual 
proportion. The inference is plain that the old survey was accurate on the 
whole, and quite worthy to be utilised largely as the basis of the new. 

6. Upwards of 2,000 acres formerly recorded as unculturable have now 
come under the arable head, while there is some increase in both garden and 
rice areas; irrigation, however, is very unimportant in extent, and from the con¬ 
formation of the country can never be otherwise, till the Krishna or Gatparba 
are utilised on a large scale. 


7. Bagalkot is the central Taluka of the Kaladgi Collectorate, and contains, 
besides Bagalkot itself, the next most important and populous town in the dis¬ 
trict, the head-quarter station of Kaladgi. The Taluka is bounded on the north 
by the Krishna, beyond which lie the BdgevAdi, and Muddebihal Talukas of this 
district, while to the south and oast it adjoins the Talukas of Badarni and 
Mungund ; on the west it marches with the Native State of Mudliol. 


Besides the Krishna on its northern border the tract under report is watered 

by the Gatparba, which entering at the south-west 
Physical Features. corner flows nearly due east as far as Bagalkot, then 

turning suddenly to the north forces its way through a sma,l range of sand 
stone hills, and joins the Krishna. 


8. The valley of the Gatparba is comparatively narrow, but contains much 
excellent black soil in its bottoms : the central, and by 
S;n1 ’ far the larger portion of the Taluka, is poor and 
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stony; while the large extent of black soil in the basin of the Krishna is often 
stiff and. clayey, and requires heavy though not necessarily frequent rain to bring 
out its productive powers. 

9. The most dependable rainfall is found in the valley of the Gatparba, 

and in tire neighbourhood of the hills which contain it, 
L ima e ' thus coinciding with the locality of the better soil. 

A endix A The average rainfall recorded for the last eight years, 

" " as furnished mo by the Mandatdar. is 25’73 inches, an 

average which is much reduced by the scanty fall in the year 1876-77, but which 
is fully sufficient for all crops usually grown in plain districts. 


10. In Appendix B. is given an abstract, made out from the village officers’ 

returns, and checked so far as possible by the classing 
Cro P a - establishments, which shows from a four-year average, 

the proportion of each crop produced in the Government 


Appendix B. 


a glance the information thus gained. 


lands of the Taluka. The following summary gives at 


Cereals (Jow/iri, Bajri, Wheat, Rice) 
Pulses (Tur, Mug, Kultlii, Gram) ... 
Oil seeds (Kardi, &c.) 

Fibre (country cotton) 

Miscellaneous 


K han't. Rubi. 

38-34 27-0 

5-46 1-0 

0-8 

... 11-62 
1-9 0-93 


45-70 41-35 


87-05 

Waste and Fallow ... ... ... ... ... ...12-95 

Total ...100-0 

Early and late sown crops are about equally produced, jowdri covering by 
.far the largest area in both harvests. Wheat is comparatively little grown, but 
cotton, the common indigenous variety, is the most important crop sown in the 
deep black soils, and covers an area of over 16,000 acres. Waste or fallow appear 
in about the proportion that experience would lead us to expect. On the whole 
these figures indicate a district in which cotton and a little wheat are the only 
products grown for export, and where a comparatively large proportion of non- 
agricultural labour demands a large production of the coarser food grains. 


11. Therein nothing special to note regarding the method of agriculture 

. in this distinct. The light red soils which predomi- 

juRiviition. nate in the central part of the Taluka require annual 

ploughing, (not a formidable operation in their case, for the plough usually needs 
but one yoke of oxen), but the black soils are never ploughed except when foul 
with weeds, lighter implements sufficing, if used with diligence. Manure is 
applied more generally to the light red soils than to the black, and in the almost 
total absence of irrigated lands falls more to the share of the dry crops here 
than is often the case in the plains. Captain (afterwards Sir George) Wingate, 
in the original settlement report, speaks unfavourably of the agriculture of 
Bitgalkot, and attributes its slovenliness to the employment of the cattle in too 
large a measure on the carrying trade, and also to deficiency in the number of 
cattle. Agricultural cattle are shown by the Revision Survey Census to have 
slightly decreased, but they still average one pair to 27"8 acres of cultivated 
land, which cannot be considered deficient. The general state of the fields in 
Hagaikot compares unfavourably certainly with Hungund, but I have not 
observed that there is any difference on this point between the Talukas of Bagal- 
kot and Bdddmi: my experience, however, dates since the Famine. 

12. In the matter of made roads, the Bitgalkot Tiiluka is moderately well 

. provided. Of two provincial roads, the one which con- 

‘ ’ 1 !I ‘ 11 ?l " nects Kalildgi with Bitgalkot passes through the south¬ 

ern portion of the Taluka, and is, with few exceptions, bridged and culverted 
throughout. The road from Hubli to Sholapur cuts through the centre of the 
district from south to north, crossing the Gatparba and the Krishna by ford in 
the fair weather, and ferry in the rains ; but with no bridges or culverts : this road 
is hardly passable in heavy weather. 
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A Local Fund road from Bdgalkot goes south-east to the considerable village 
of Sirur, and thence on to Hungund, which town is thus accessible throughout 
the year ; but neither of the two remaining roads are passable in heavy rain. 
These two latter connect Kalddgi with the Sholapur-Hubli road, and run north¬ 
east and south-east respectively, the former, which is the longer of the two, 
being 12 miles in length. 

13. In Appendix C. will be found information derived from the Mdmlatddr 
regarding the market towns of the Taluka. Of these, 
Exports — Appendix a Bagalkot is shown to have weekly sales amounting to 

upwards of Rs. 50,000, and KalAdgi to about half that 
amount, the only other market mentioned being a small one at Bilgi, in the 
north-east of the district. Cotton may be said to be the only raw produce 
exported, and this goes indifferently to Vengurla, Kumta, and Sholapur. 
Several kinds of cotton manufactures are produced, though to a very limited 
extent, in Bagalkot—viz, dhoties, priced from Rs. 20 to Rs. 1-4-0 per pair, and 
Sdris, Pdgotis &c., ranging downwards from Rs. 20 or 25 in value : these are 
exported, it is stated, as far as Sholdpur, Poona, and even Benares ; but the manu¬ 
facture of cotton, said even in 1851 to be on the decline, has much decreased 
since then, and the whole Taluka according to the Revision Survey Census now 
contains but 395 looms, though the number of looms in Bagalkot itself is stated in 
the original settlement report at five or six hundred. Bagalkot, however, depends 
on trade for its importance, and has for long been tlie'largest dep6t between Hubli 
and Sholapur, with both which towns its dealings are considerable. The Railway 
will no doubt much enhance the position which it thus holds. 

The figures given and commented on below are the result of the Survey 
Census* taken during classification in the fair weather 
Statistics. of 1881. They embrace 124 villages out of the 126 

* vide Append ices D.,E. and F. under report: the two omitted were settled some years 

subsequently, and no figures, can be given in their 
case for comparison, as one is uninhabited, and for the other no old record is 
forthcoming:— 


14. 


Population 

1r f Flat-roofed and tiled 
Houses | TUatcht ,d ... 

Agricultural Cattle 
Cows, Buffaloes aud Young 
Sheep and Goats 
Carts 

tlorsos and Ponies 
Wells and Budkis 
Tanks ... 


At Former 
Settlement. 

1881. 

Increase, 

Decrease. 

Percentagi 

61,540 

67,264 

j 5,724 


9’3 

12,898 

17,729 

4831 

• 

37-5 

1,395 

654 

, # , 

741 

534 

15,352 

14,906 


446 

2-9 

37,397 

22,055 

• . . 

15,342 

41 0 

30,643 

25,720 


4,923 

161 

140 

1,072 

932 


665-7 

884 

630 

« . . 

25 4 

28-7 

253 

324 

71 


28-1 

35 

38 

3 


8-6 


Population shows a total increase of 5724, or 9’3 per cent., this being the 
first Taluka revised since the Famine in which any increase has been found by 
the Survey Census. The increase is distributed over all castes but the Lingaits, 
(among whom, however, the decrease is but 3 per cent.) and appears to be almost 
uniformly spread over all villages large and small. This result, I may point out, 
is consistent with what was observed in the Revision Survey Census of Hun¬ 
gund and Gokak. In those’Talukas the large towns are essentially manufactur¬ 
ing, and the decrease in population was traceable to them and within them in 
great measure to the Lingait weaving population, as well as to the low caste 
labourers. In Hungund, whose Census is dated the same year as Bagalkot, it 
has been shown that while the Lingaits had not recovered their former numbers, 
the low castes had already done so, so far as to show an increase of 10 per cent.; 
and that, excluding Lingaits, the total population of the Taluka showed an 
eight per cent, increase. Bagalkot, the only large town in the Taluka now 
under consideration, is a trading rather than a manufacturing centre, and 
traders suffered comparatively little from the Famine, We find accordingly that 
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the increase is more marked and amounts, in 124 villages, even if Lingaits are 
included, to 9 per cent, on the total population. The low caste Hindus in the 
town of B&galkot appear to have recovered in about the same measure as in 
Hungund, and are now by 11 per cent, more numerous than in 1850-51. If we 
turn to the Census of 1872 for an intermediate view of the progress of population 
in the town of Bdgalkot we find that while it had in 1851, 12,013 souls, in 1872 
the Census records give 14,002, and the last Census of 1881 states *12,850 to be 
the total population: there is evidence, therefore, of a rapid increase of popula¬ 
tion which has been checked by the Famine. 

15. The area under report is 503 square miles, which gives an average of 
134 head of population to the mile—a density which must be considered high, 
for a tract so devoid of irrigation, and is accounted for by the exceptionally 
large town therein included. 

16. In Appendix E. is shown the usual division of the population under 

the heads of agricultural and non-agricultural. The 
high proportion of non-agricultural persons is due 
no doubt to the town of Bilgalkot; but the divi¬ 
sion thus made can, from the nature ol it, be only 
approximate. 

17. The increase in the better description and decrease in the number of 
inferior dwellings is a feature which can only indicate great progress towards 
prosperity and the advance in the standard of comfort, which always accompanies 
such progress. Flat-roofed and tiled houses, it will be seen from para. 14 above, 
have increased since the original settlement by 37'5 per cent., while thatched 
dwellings are fewer by 53 per cent. 

18. Agricultural cattle, it appears, are fewer in number now than in 1851 
by nearly 3 per cent. With regard to this it may be observed that as the pre¬ 
sent number affords a proportion of one pair to 27'8 acres of cultivated land, it 
cannot be considered insufficient, especially when the light nature of much of the 
soil under cultivation is considered; moreover, the late special Census may be 
taken to have shown that the survey returns usually record the minimum figures. 
Milch cattle and sheep and goats show the decrease usually observable at revi¬ 
sion settlements : this is due in all probability in various degrees to the absorp¬ 
tion of grazing land, loss by famine and to the roving nature of this kind of stock, 
which makes its enumeration difficult and uncertain. 

19. Carts are nearly seven times as numerous as at the original settlement, 
a fact which infers nothing less than a revolution in the conditions of trade and 
communications since that period, and it seems unnecessary to point out that 
the chief gainer by the change must be the cultivator of the soil. Horses and 
ponies are fewer now than in old days, being less in demand as a means of 
transport. 

20 . Wells and budkfs show an increase of 28 per cent., but the total num¬ 
ber is insignificant, and the deficiency of the old records prevents our ascertain¬ 
ing the purpose to which the new wells have been applied. From the increase 
in the garden area it may be inferred that many of them are used for irrigation. 

21 . Tanks are more numerous by 3 than at the time of settlement, which 
is not a fact affording any inference of importance in a district where tanks are 
seldom used for irrigation, and number in all but 38. It may be mentioned 
here, however, that the Irrigation Department have recently completed a fine 
tank at Muchkhandi, immediately south of the town of Bdgalkot, under which 
an area of 5,200 acres is commanded. This cannot fail to prove a very valuable 
addition to the resources of the district, more especially in years of scanty rainfall. 

22 . There is an increase, though not so large a one as is often found at Re- 
Education- App. D. and H. v . ision Settlements, in the proportion of the total popula¬ 
tion able to read, and in the low castes the proportion is 

shown to have doubled; the total proportion, however, as given in the return 
(Appendix D., column 11) is smaller than might have been expected. The 
number under instruction on the other hand appears unusually large. From 

•By Survey Census in 1881, 12,626. 

3 390—2 


Agricul¬ 

tural. 

Partly 

agricultu¬ 

ral. 

Non-agri¬ 

cultural. 

45-14 

1G03 

38*83 
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information furnished by the Educational Inspector, Southern Division (Appendix 
H.) it will be seen that the average attendance at the 17 Government boys’ 
schools is 983, and at the two girls’ schools 47. At 26 ^private schools there 
is an average attendance of 355 boys, making in all 1,385 or 2 per cent, of the 
total population under instruction. In Hungund the proportion so taken was 
] -5 only. 

23. Information regarding subtenures will be found in Appendix I. The 

_ ,, . T proportion of fields cultivated by their occupants is 

Sub tenures— Appendix I. *■ ,♦ -i n i • ro J j i 7 i 

11 comparatively small, being 58 per cent., while the pro- 

portion sublet for money and grain rents is 30 per cent. In the Hungund 
Taluka these proportions were found to be 6G per rent and 20 per cent, respective¬ 
ly, and it is worthy of remark that whereas the total Imim fields in Bfigalkot 
are equal to 36 per cent, of the whole, in Hungund the proportion of Indm is but 
30 per cent. It is, of course, the case that Imim holdings are more frequently 
sublet than Government land. 

24. Appendices K., L. and M. present in a concise form the records of 

_ , T , the Sub-Registrar of the district, for the 5 years from 

aes, eases an oitgago. 1878 to 1882, so far as regards transactions concern¬ 
ing land alone. A perusal of any of these statements can hardly fail to impress 
one with the high value land bears in this Taluka, but the cases of lease perhaps 
are easiest to form a judgement from, as dealing usually with short periods of 
time, and being more definite in their conditions. It has often been stated in 
settlement reports that no useful result is to be obtained by attempting to re¬ 
duce information of this nature to the form of totalled tables and general 
averages, but the main ground on which this statement rests is not always 
perhaps understood. The period for which land is mortgaged or sublet, together 
with other minor conditions are, of course, factors of great importance in deter¬ 
mining the significance of the transaction; but even if all of these conditions 
could be accurately ascertained, it would be impracticable to reduce each case to 
a form in which it could fairly be amalgamated with the rest for the deduction 
of a general average, and this objection would apply, though with less force, to 
sales, which might be supposed easier to deal with from the absence of the 
element of time. The main objection, however, is one of principle, not of practi¬ 
cability ; for the preparation of any figured statement which aims at comparing 
the sale or letting value of land with the Government assessment would 
pre-suppose that the Government assessment and the sale value rest on identical 
considerations, which is far from being the case. The Government assessment 
depends on the quality, depth and moisture of the soil in its natural state, and 
its position with regard to climate and markets. Everything which labor and 
capital can do, or have done, in the improvement of the land is purposely exclud¬ 
ed from the calculation. It is easy to see, therefore, that the effect of the 
application or misapplication in various degrees, of labor and capital, may be to 
alter entirely the relative natural values of different fields. Thus we may ima¬ 
gine a deep black soil field of fine quality, and one of red soil of medium 
depth, lying side by side : the first has been under slovenly, unthrifty cultivation 
for years, and is matted in places with grass and weeds, the other is clean and 
enriched by manure, its uneven places banked up, its boundaries hedged and 
planted with trees, while a good well supplies water to various kinds of garden 
produce. The Government assessment on the first would double that of the 
second, but the value in a purchaser’s estimation would be very different. Cases 
like this are not rare, but the mere difference in a farmer’s eye between a field 
temporarily exhausted by unthrifty cultivation, and one that is clean and fit for 
immediate cropping, is quite sufficient to prevent any general and consistent 
relation between the Government assessment and tire sale and letting value of 
individual fields. These considerations will, I think, suffice to show that we 
must be content with the information to be drawn in a general way from a peru¬ 
sal of individual cases of sales, lease and mortgage, while it will also serve to 
explain why the letting value does not always vary as the assessment. 

25. The prices of various produce in the market of Bdgalkot for eacli year 

since the original settlement have been obtained from 
Prices—Appendix N. the Mamlatdi.tr, and are given in appendix N. The 


•The information regarding private schools was collected by the Classing establishments. 
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average prices of jowari and wheat, to take the ordinary food grain of the dis¬ 
trict and the only grain that may be said to be grown for exportation, are as 
follows:— 


10 years’ average, 1851-52 to 1860-61 

10 years’ average, 1861-62 to 1870-71 

11 years’ average, 1871-72 to 1881-82 


Jow4ri. 

47 

23 

214 


Wheat. 

32 

12 

11 


JowAri. 
. 26 
. 24 


Wheat. 

14 

12 


I have taken these averages from the years in their natural order, but if 
we eliminate from the second period the two years most affected by the influence 
of the American War (1864-65 and 1865-66), and from the third period the two 
years most affected by the Famine (1876-77 and 1877-78), we get the following 
.sufficiently significant figures 

2nd period 
3rd do. 

We are now passing through a phase of exceedingly low'prices, and as these 
have been included in the averages first shown, it is not absolutely necessary in 
my opinion to adopt any modification like that given last above, in order to 
arrive at a fair basis for estimate ; I would point to the fact, however, shown 
by these figures even after eliminating all exceptionally high priced years, that 
half the amount of jowari, or a still smaller proportion of wheat required during 
the first decade, would suffice in the last decade of the expiring settlement to 

pay the Government demand. With regard to the 
* 1 ?’ 00 | 0 ,t CreS ° f Govcrn " cotton which is extensively *grown for export, the 
' 1 ”‘ e cultivator’s profit, as shown in my late report on the 

llungund T&luka, lias during the same period still more largely increased. 


villages 


Revenue History—Appen¬ 
dix P-.(l), (2), (3). 


26. In Appendix P. (l)is given the Revenue History of the 124 

which were settled in 1850-51. The revenue which 
commenced in the first year of the settlement at 
rR s . 42,802, progressed steadily but with wonderful 
tAn average of Ho. 0-9-8 rapidity till 1863-64, when it amounted to Rs. 79,585 
p«T occupied aero. and all the more remunerative land had presumably 

!<een ^occupied. From this point the progress is still steady but more gradual, 
♦The 57,452 acres taken up and represents the slow absorption of the remaining 
liming 1 this period average ])OOr lftllds wllOSG (JO.10T USO IS lOf IOClclcr CTOpS 2111(1 
Ur. 0-8-6 per acre in assess- grazing ; in this stage the revenue crept gradually up- 
" Wlt " wards'till, in 1876, 7,504 more acres bad been taken 

up, averaging 5 annas 7 pies per acre, and the maximum figure of Rs. 82,133 
revenue had been reached. Thus, out of the 70,251 acres unoccupied when the 
settlement was introduced, only 5,295 acres now remained available, and on these 
(lie average assessment was 3annas. I may be permitted perhaps to ask special 
attention to these figures at a time when the suitability and accuracy of the 
survey classification of soils lias been in some quarters called in question, and to 
ui >int out that no feature is wanting in this history, which should characterise a 
moderate and justly distributed revenue demand. The results of the famine 
are shown in the figures of the last five years, and may be stated shortly, as 
leaving the revenue at about the stage it had reached in 1864 after the first 

The occupied and unoccupied areas, and the proportion 
of assessment on each, coincide indeed 
so closely in the record of the two years 
as to show that the individual fields 
occupied must have been very nearly 
identical in each, and we may con¬ 
gratulate ourselves on the inference de¬ 
ductible, viz. that the famine lias merely 
thrown out of occupancy the poor and 
less productive lands lying near the 
margin of profitable cultivation. Remissions and outstanding balances became 
<>f paltry amount, or disappeared altogether immediately on the introduction of 
the settlement, and though they have to some extent reappeared, in this Tdluka 
as elsewhere, in consequence of the Famine, they are now nearly again wiped out. 


period of rapid increase. 



Occupied. 

Unoccupied. 


Acres. 

Rs. 

Acres. 

Rs. 

1 M13-04. 

130,733 

79,585 

12,799 

3,735 

1381-82. 

139,032 

79,251 

13,140 

4,122 
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27. The following information regarding sales in distraint of Revenue has 
been obtained from the Mdmlatddr of the district:— 


Years. 

N o. of 
Villages. 

No. of 
Notices, 

No. of cases in 
which it was 
necessary to resort 
to distraint. 

1879-80 

84 

924 

181 

1880-81 

58 

419 

199 ' 

1881-82 

46 

183 

9 


The number of notices and sales in the first two years shown is considerably 
in excess of what was found in the adjoining Tdluka of Hungund, though in the 
last year it compares favorably with that Tdluka, and is exceedingly low. It is 
noticeable that with a greater amount of pressure in collection, the area thrown 
out of occupation is much less in Bdgalkot than in Hungund—a fact which may 
perhaps be due to the special circumstances of the latter as a border district. 

28. To sum up, I think the statistics above commented on, taken together 
with the Revenue history of the expiring settlement, present the picture of a 
district making a steady and rapid advance in prosperity till the famine of 1876 
put a heavy check on its progress : but few signs of the Famine now remain, 
and with the opening of the Railway w r hich is now approaching completion, we 
may confidently look forward to a period of prosperity unparalleled in the past. 

29. It remains now to set forth the proposed rates of assessment, and in 
framing these it has not been necessary to vary much from the original grouping, 
which was arranged in consideration of climate and proximity to the Bagalkot 
market. Captain Wingate divided the Tdluka into 4 groups at rates which 
graduated in intervals of 2 annas from Re. 1-4-0 to 14 annas. The grouping and 
rates now proposed are given below. 

1st. The town of Bagalkot which is equal in climate to any part of the 
Tdluka, and will be confirmed, as a Railway Station, in its command of 
the traffic of these parts : for this I propose a special maximum dry- 
crop rate of Re. 1-10-0. 

2nd. Four villages immediately around Bagalkot and sharing all its advant¬ 
ages, but in a smaller degree : for these a maximum dry-crop rate of 
Re. 1-6-0 is proposed. 

3rd. Forty-nine villages lying along the Gatparba valley, and enjoying the 
best climate in the district, together with easy access to the Railway 
Station of Bdgalkot and the use of the made road from Kalddgi to that 
town. These villages, for which a maximum rate of Re. 1-4-0 is now pro¬ 
posed, nearly coincide with Captain Wingate’s Re. 1-2-0 group, but it has 
been necessary to introduce* a few villages formerly rated at 11c. 1, whose 
position has become especially improved in respect of communications. 

4th. Forty-nine villages, some of which lie along the border of the last 
group and share to some extent its advantages of climate, while the re¬ 
mainder occupy the north-eastern portion of the Tdluka and are com¬ 
pensated for a somewhat inferior climate by greater facilities of railway 
communication. This group contains some villages originally rated at 
Re. 1 and some at 14 annas ; the proposed maximum rate is Re. 1-2-0. 

5th. Twenty-three villages, situated along the banks of Krishna in the 
north and north-west of the Tdluka, which have an uncertain climate and 
gain less than any others by the approach of the Railway. Fourteen 
annas is the original maximum rate of these villages ; it is proposed now 
to rate them at Re. 1. 

30. There were in all 111 acres of rice land at the time of the original 
settlement, while there are now 125 acres recorded ; of these, 61 acres are Gov¬ 
ernment land, and will bear under the proposed rates an average assessment of 
Rs. 2-11-0 per acre. By the former settlement there were 310 acres of garden 
land, of which 100 acres were Government, and paid an average rate of Rs. 2-4-6 
per acre; now there are 499 acres in all, the Government portion of which 
amounts to 241 acres, and will pay an average assessment of Re. 1-7-10 per acre 
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31. In assessing the garden lands irrigated from wells, the conditions laid 

. down by --Government have been strictly adhered to. 
No* < l038™™brM,ry2Stk , l8^ 1 Edition has been made on account of irrigation to 

the assessment of land under wells sunk since the 
settlement, and land under wells existing before the settlement has been assessed 
wit,bin the maximum dry-drop rate : but all wells whose water-supply is benefited 
by percolation from Government tanks have had the usual additional assessment 
up to double the dry-crop rate imposed on their lands. The total motasthal area 
has increased from 310 acres to 440 acres, but there is no pathsthal garden 
land in the Taiuka, either according to the former or the revised survey. 

32. The estimated results of the proposed rates are summarised in the 
statement subjoined 


No. of | 
Villages, i 

Maximum 
Dry Crop 
rate. 

By Former Survey. 


By Revision Survey. 


1 

1 

Increase 
of assess¬ 
ment. per 
cent. 

Government occupied 
land. 

Government occupied 
land. 

Government 
unoccupied land, j 

i 

Total. 

Acres. 

Assessment. 

Acres. | 

Assess¬ 

ment. 

Acres. 

Assess¬ 

ment. 

Acres. 

Assess¬ 

ment. 


118, a- p. 






' 




I 

1 10 0 

2,02;* 

1,813 

2, Ml 

2,381 

42 

13 

2,183 

2,394 . 

31’3 

i 

16 0 

2,500 

1,317 

2,551 ! 

1,759 1 

11 

15 

2,562 1 

1,774 

28 4 

49 

14 0 

49,164 

30,634 

50,187 

37,765 

6,025 

3,008 

56,212 1 

39,863 

23*3 

49 

1 2 0 

66,056 

i 33,834 

65,771 1 

45,03*2 

7,823 

2,620 

73,594 

47,702 

33*2 

23 

10 0| 

21,88-3 

12,168 

CO 

* 

c* 

15,10 

666 - 

267 i 

23,054' 

16,38] | 

24*2 

126 


■ 

1,40,640 | 

79,819 

j 3,43,038 

1,02,101 

14,567 

6,013 

157,605 

1,07,114 

27‘9 


The proposed increase on the Government occupied land is, it will be seen, 
lis. 22,282, or 27 - 9 per cent., while the percentage increase on different groups, 
varies from 23 to 33 per cent. It appears from Appendix Q. that the increases in 
individual villages are moderate and in accordance with the increases on their 
respective groups. 

33. There are at present 14,567 acres of Government unoccupied assessed 
waste land, on which the proposed assessment amounts to Rs. 5,013 or an 
average of Re. 0-5-6 per acre. Much of this area will no doubt be reoccupied 
within the next few years. 

34. The following table shows the result of tha expiring and proposed 
settlements under every head :— 


1 

I 

By old Survey. 

i 

By new Survey. 

i 

Collection ol 
Ju.li or nuit- 
rent. 


Acres, 

Assessment. 

i 

Acres, 

Assessment, 

Government occupied land 
? iovornnaeut unoccupied arable 
waste 
tnAm ... 

Government unassessed unara- 
ble waste 

: 

140,640 

13,507 
96,591 1 

70,688 

. 

79,819 

4,305 

59,337 

143,038 

14,567 
95,655 1 

68,826 

1,02,101 

5,013 

74,280 

28,852 

Total ., 

321,426 

1 

143,461 

322,086 

. 

1,81,394 

28,852 


The average assessment on Government occupied land was by the former 
survey Re. 0-9-1 ; by the proposed rates it will be Re. 0-11-5 per acre, equal to 
an increase per acre of Re. 0-2-4. 


I have the honor to be. 

Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

W. M. FLETCHER, 
Superintendent, Revenue Survey, S. M. C. 
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APPENDIX A. 


Statement of Rainfall furnished by the Bagalkot Mdmlatdar. 


Years. 

Kamfall at Bdgalkot. 

Remarks. 

Inches. 

Cents. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

1875-76' 

22 

49 


1876-77 

10 

6 


1877-78 

30 

25 


1878-79 

35 

80 


1879-80 

19 

21 


1880-81 

29 

14 


1881-82 

31 

2 


1882-83 

27 

86 


Total 

205 

83 


Average 

25 

73 



W. M. FLETCHER. 
Superintendent, Revenue Survey, S. M. C, 


APPENDIX B. 
Statistical Table No. III. 


(To be made out before Settlement.) 

DETAILS OP CULTIVATION IN A. D. 1877-78 to 1880-81. 


1 

1 


Crops. 

Percentage of total cultivation of 
Government land only. 

District. 

1 

! 

Surveyed Villages. 

Total. 

Kharif. 

Eabi. 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

Old Bagalkot Ta- 

Khalsat 126 vil- 

Jow&ri (Red) 

333 

47,013 


luka 

lages 

Bajri 

5-0 

6,992 




Tur 

3-4 

4,801 

4 . , 



Mug 

1-84 

2,598 




Kuithi 

0'22 

306 




Rico 

004 

59 




Miscellaneous 

1-9 

2,682 




Jowari ^white) 

25-2 

... 

35,630 



Wheat 

1-8 

• • « 

2,541 



Gram 

10 


1,453 



American cotton 

002 


24 


1 

Country cotton 

11-6 


16,363 


J 

Kardi or safflower 

08 


1,192 


l 

Miscellaneous 

0-8 


1,097 


I 

Garden cultivation 

0T3 


178 


1 

1 

Waste or Fallow 

12-95 


18,280 


j 

Total .. 

100-00 

64,451 

76,758 


This Statement is for Government occupied land only, 


W. M. FLETCHER, 
Superintendent, Revenue Survey, S. M. C. 
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APPENDIX C. 

Statement showing the Villages in which Weekly Bdsdr is held in the old Bdgalkot Tdluka. 


No. 

Villages. 

Days on which 
JUzjlr is held. 

Weekly Sales. 

Chief Articles traded in. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

i 

1 


j 

j 

r All kinds of grains ... 

20,000 

Rice, wheat, gram, jowdri rdla and 






minor grains. 




Groceries 

14,000 

Jdgri, sugar, salt, spices, chillies, and 






cocoanuts. 


Bdgalkot ... 

Saturday ,., 

•<{ Cloth and clothes 

10,000 

Saris, dhotis and khans, or women’s 






bodices. 




Cotton yarn ... 

5,000 





__ Vegetables ... 

1,500 

Panvel, all kinds of vegetables, and 

I 





fruits. 



j 

Total ... 

50,500 





' Grains of all kind ... 

12,000 

Rice, wheat, gram, jowdri, rala and 






minor grains. 




G roceries 

0,000 

Jagri, sugar, salt, spices, chillies and 





P ! 1 

cocoanuts. 


lvaladgi 

Thursday ,.. 

Cloth and clothes 

4,000 

Sdris, dhotis, and khans or women’s 






bodices. 




Cotton yarn ... 

2,000 





__ Vegetables ... 

1,200 

Panvel, all kinds of vegetables, and 






fruits. 




Total ... 

25,200 





Grains of all kinds ... 

400 

Rice, wheat, gram, jowdri, rala and 






minor grains. 




Groceries 

100 

jdgri, sugar, salt, spices, chillies and 






cocoanuts. 


Bilgi 

Saturday ... 

<j Cloth and clothes 

100 

Saris, pasodis, and khans or women’s 






bodices. 


i 

1 

Cotton yarn , .* 

300 



| 


Vegetables . 

50 

Panvel, all kinds of vegetables, and 

i 




fruits. 

! 

i 

i 


Total 

i 

950 



W. M. FLETCHER, 

Superintendent, Revenue Survey, S. M. C. 



Statistical Table No. IV. 

(To be made out before Settlement.) 

DETAIL OF POPULATION. 
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APPENDIX E. 

Statistical Table No. V. 

(To be made out before Settlement .) 
1)0 t i Ai'iOLS OF Tin: PEOPLE. 
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The lower figures refer to the year of settlement, anil the upper figures are for lbSl, -^y jj FLETC HER 

Superintendent, Revenue Survey. S. M. C 
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W. M. FLETCHER, 
Superintendent, Revenue Survey, S. M. C, 
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APPENDIX K. 

Statement showing the. sales of Lands in villages of the old Bdgallcot Tdluha. 
From the records of the Sub-Registrar—from 1878 to 1882. 


Xtimbcr. 

Date of 
Trans¬ 
action . 

Villages. 

Survey 

dumber. 

Land Iiiiim or 
Government. 

Arabic 

urea. 

Assessment. 

Amount 

llupees. 

REALIZED. 

Number of 
years 

multiple of 
Survey 
Assessment 

Remark 

1 

o 

3 

4 

5 

G 

7 

8 

9 

.10 






A. 

g- 

Its. 

a. 

p- 

Ks. 

Rs. 


1 

1878. 

Kadliinati 

85 

Govt. 

8 

22 

8 

0 

0 

200 

25-0 

Private sale 

2 

SS 

Kiresur 

192 

In dm 

27 

24 

21 

0 

0 

4 200 

9-5 

Ditto. 





Govt. 

duo 





1 



3 

n 

Ditto. 

G1 

Govt. 

20 

24 

8 

0 

0 

50 

6-2 

Ditto. 

4 

)) 

Ditto. 

139 

Ditto. 

25 

17 

18 

0 

0 

75 

4-2 

1 litto. 

5 

S3 

CLikmyageri... 

42 

Ditto. 

20 

23 

11 

0 

0 

99 

9-0 

Ditto. 

G 

>3 

Bonkati ... ... 

110 

Ditto. 

10 

23 

8 

0 

0 

100 

12 5 

Ditto. 

7 

» 

Bkairanmati ... 

79 

Ditto. 

G 

27 

4 

0 

0 

35 

8-7 

Ditto. 

8 

)> 

Mauikati 

59 

Ditto. 

7 

29 

ft 

0 

0 

35 

7-0 

Di tto. 

9 

>> 

Bcur ... 

30 

Ditto. 

OO 

33 

14 

0 

0 

100 

7-1 

Ditto. 

10 

S3 

Ditto. 

8 

Ditto. 

21 

23 

13 

0 

0 

150 

11-5 

Ditto. 

11 

,, 

Ditto. 

509 

Ditto. 

30 

19 

14 

0 

0 







121 

Ditto. 

21 

3 

12 

0 

0 








Total ... 

51 22 

26 

0 

0 

200 

7-7 

Ditto. 

12 

3) 

Ditto. 

322 

Ditto. 

25 

30 

9 

0 

0 

100 

111 

Ditto. 

13 

SS 

Bagalkot 

9 

Ditto. 

12 

33 

11 

0 

0 

150 

13-G 

Ditto. 

14 

»> 

Horiakati 

50 

Ditto. 

8 1 

33 

22 

0 

0 

200 

9*1 

Ditto. 

15 

Si 

Handargul 

G 

Ditto. 

17 

3 

13 

0 

0 

50 

3*8 

Ditto. 

1G 

Si 

Ditto." . 

75 

Ditto. 

10 

IS 

G 

0 

0 

50 

8-3 

Ditto. 

17 

33 

llegiir . 

55 

Ditto. 

13 

15 

G 

0 

0 

25 

4-2 

Ditto. 

IS 

ss 

Sinir ... 

110 

Ditto. 

11 

2G 

8 

0 

0 

100 

12 - 5 

Ditto. 

19 

y> 

Anidini 

25 

Ditto. 

20 

34 

G 

0 

0 

40 

6'7 

Ditto. 

20 

s> 

Kuladgi 

144 

Ditto. 

25 

25 

22 

0 

0 

275 

12-5 

Ditto. 

21 

sy 

Chebi . 

59 

Ditto. 

22 

3G 

19 

0 

0 







105 

Ditto. 

21 

10 

20 

0 

0 








Total ... 

44 

G 

39 

0 

0 

100 

2-0 

Ditto, 

22 

yy 

Budihal 

1 

Govt. 

24 

31 

19 

0 

0 







G9 

Ditto. 

G 

10 

5 

0 

0 







78 

Ditto. 

16 

38 

12 

0 

0 








Total ... 

47 

39 

30 

0 

0 

117 

3-25 

Ditto. 

23 

ss 

Murnnl 

55 

Ditto. 

23 

9 

20 

0 

0 

300 

15-0 

Ditto. 

24 

1879. 

Kadliinati 

119 

Ditto. 

12 

11 

12 

0 

0 

100 

8-3 

Ditto. 

25 

S3 

Kiresur 

103 

Ditto. 

13 

3 

ft 

i 

0 

0 

100 

14-3 

Ditto. 

2G 

SS 

Mallapur 

1 

Ditto. 

12 

38 

6 

s 

0 

120 

1 8-5 

Ditto. 

27 

yy 

Bdgalkot ... ... 

280 

Ditto. 

13 

34 

13 

0 

0 

200 

15-4 

Ditto. 

28 

yy 

Siriir ... 

55B 

Ditto. 

4 

21 

4 

8 

0 

190 

42 • 2 

Ditto. 

29 

33 

Do. 

3G9 

Ditto. 

5 

35 

8 

0 

0 

25 

8-8 

Ditto. 

30 

yy 

Ankalgi 

51 

Ditto. 

IS 

8 

G 

0 

0 







52 

Ditto. 

21 

14 

19 

0 

0 








Total ... 

39 

22 

25 

0 

0 

300 

12-0 

Ditto. 

51 

33 

Chowdapur 

29 

Ditto. 

11 

IS 

7 

0 

0 







30 

Ditto. 

23 

G 

15 

0 

0 








Total 

34* 

24 

22 

0 

0 

200 

91 

Ditto. 
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APPENDIX K— continued. 










Amount realized. 


Climber 

Date ill 
Transiu 
tion. 

Villages. 

Survey 

Number 

Land In am or 
Government. 

» 

A fable 
area. 

Assessment. 

Rupees. 

Number of 
years 
multiple of 
Survey 
Assessment 

Remarks. 

1 

2 

I 

O 

i O 

i 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 




| 


A. g. 

Us. a. 

P- 

Its. 

Rs. 


32 

33 

34 

35 

1879. 

1880. 

33 

) iM nrmU 

1 V'Mlilmli 

Kiresur 

Nagsampigi ... 

i 

52 

00 

162 

23 

31 

Govt. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

12 28 
23 7 
16 31 
21 8 

8 3t> 

12 0 
19 0 
11 0 
11 0 
5 0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

262 

100 

130 

21-8 

5'3 

il-S 

Private sale. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 



| 

1 


Total ... 

30 3 

16 0 

0 

200 

12-5 

Ditto. 

36 

37 

38 

39 

40 

41 

42 

33 

33 

33 

33 

3 3 

33 

33 

1 

Rovimnati 

Rhagwati 

Saiigapilr 

Herkal 

llnlur. 

Ditto. 

1 udihali 

15 

27 

23 

230 

240 

39 

55 

50 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

foam. 

Ditto. 

12 11 

24 28 
21 10 

5 25 
20 24 

22 4 
17 39 

23 7 

9 0 
15 0 

10 0 

3 .8 
14 0 
13 0 
18 0 
20 0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

100 

75 

100 

50 

150 

100 

111 

5-0 

10-0 

14-3 

10-7 

7-7 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 





Total ...j 41 6 

GovtJdue. 

: 

38 0 

11 J4 

0 

0 

400 

10-5 

Ditto. 

43 

33 

Udgati 

56 

Govt. 

21 33 

11 0 

0 

600 

51-5 

Ditto. 

44 

1881 

Kndpati 

Tukalki 

3 

Ditto. 

9 24 

5 0 

0 

115 

23-0 

Sold by auction by 
Decree of Civil 
Court. 

45 

33 

23 

46 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

18 33 

13 18 

14 0 

7 0 

0 

0 







Total ... 

32 11 

21 0 

0 

30 

1-4 

Ditto. 

40 

47 

48 

49 

1 3 

33 

» 

,i 

Ragalkofc 

Ramangi 

Mamkati 

I1 alur... 

5 

13 

59 

206 

35 

Govt. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

27 13 

9 30 

7 29 
24 3 
22 11 

20 0 

6 0 

5 0 

7 0 
13 0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

300 

90 

60 

150 

15-0 

12-0 

Private sale. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 





Total ... 

46 14 

20 0 

0 

250 

12-5 

Ditto. 

50 

33 

11 onakati 

53, 

54 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

12 29 
12 30 

,8 0 

8 0 

0 

0 








Total ,,. 

25 19 

16 0 

0 

200 

12-5 

Ditto. 

51 

52 

33 

33 

Handargal 

Turchigeri 

14 

71 

Ditto. 

I n am. 

Govt. 

14 10 
21 7 

due. 

11 0 
15 0 

4 11 

0 

0 

0 

100 

100 

91 

6-7 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

53 

18s i 

Jedraiiikuiiti ... 

13 

14 

Govt. 

Ditto. 

17 1 

8 21 

7 0 

4 0 

0 

0 




I 

1 

f 

i 

! 


Total 

i 

*25 22 

11 0 

0 

50 | 

4 5 

Ditto. 


W. M. FLETCHER, 
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APPENDIX L. 

STATEMENT showing Leases in Villages of the old Bagalkot Tdlulca compiled from the 

Sub-Registrar's records from 1878 to 1882. 


No. 

1 

Hate of 
Trans¬ 
action. 

Villages. 

Survey 

Num¬ 

bers. 

Land Iinim or 
Government. 

Arable 

area. 

Assess 

incut. 

Amount 

realized. 

Period of 
Lease. 

Sum paid in advance, 
or how. 

Government dues 
paid by. 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 






A. g. 

11s. a. 

Rs. 




1 

1878 

Kandgal 

124 

Inilm 

4 1 

1 8 

120 

12 years .. 

In advance 

Lessee. 





Government 

due ... 

1 8 





2 

)> 

Bodkhindi 

159 

Indm 

17 37 

12 0 

100 

‘24 „ ... 

Do. 

Do. 





Government 

due ... 

12 0 





3 

J1 

Herkal 

259 

Inam 

20 11 

17 0 

300 

12 „ ... 

Yearly instal- 

Do. 





Government 

due .. 

G 0 



ments of 11s. 25. 


4 

If 

Cbebi 

101 

Do. ' ... 

17 11 

12 0 








102 

Do. 

18 10 

10 0 









Total ... 

35 21 

28 0 

350 

5 „ ... 

Do. of Us. 70. 

Owner. 





Government 

due .. 

8 12 





5 

1 7 

Dewnal 

2 

Government. 

14 l(i 

8 0 

190 

13 . 

In advance 

Do 

6 

1879 

Jdnmati 

1 

India 

17 15 

4 0 








30 

Do. 

14 38 

10 0 








31 

Do. 

9 30 

7 0 

Jv. 








Total ... 

42 3 

21 0 

2,000 

60 „ ... 

Do. 

Lessee. 





Government 

due ... 

7 14 





7 


Tolanmati 

173 

Inam 

24 24 

15 0 

400 

11 „ .. 

Do. 

Do. 





Government 

due ... 

5 10 





8 


Haltir 

51 

Government. 

24 34 

14 0 

800 

16 ,, ... 

Do. 

Do. 

1* 

If 

Sirur 

550 

Do. .. 

32 37 

20 0 

54 

3 

Yearly instalment 

Owner. 










of Rs 18. 


10 

}} 

Do. 

557 

Do. 

33 3C 

24 0 

100 

14 . 

In advance 

Lessee. 

11 

11 

Kowali 

30 

India 

21 35 

10 0 

200 

20 

Do. 

Do. 





Government 

due ... 

16 0 





12 

ff 

Ycdibali 

55 

India 

17 39 

18 0 








50 

Do. 

23 7 

20 0 









Total 

41 6 

38 0 

i 7* r > 

o ,, ... 

Do. 

Do. 





Government 

due ... 

11 14 





13 

>> 

Chik Sawasi ... 

34 

G overnment. 

18 20 

9 0 

100 

12 

Do. 

Owner. 

14 

1880 

Beur 

273 

Do. ... 

10 24 

3 0 

100 

n 

Do. 

Lessee, 

15 

»> 

Do. 

445 

Do, .. 

:]2 2‘A 

17 0 




5 Owner. If Lessee 




401 

Do. ... 

24 29 

10 0 




1 fails to pay tin. 




393 

Do. ... 

30 0 

22 0 




| amount in time 
















Total 

93 18 

4<t 0 

90 

1 vear 

Yearly instalment 


rate of Rs. 2-1-4 










of Rs. 90. 


per cent. pei 











I mensem will lit 











1 charged. 

10 

)> 

B.igalkot 

9,8 

Inam 

20 19 

19 0 




r 

Lessee. If not. 




128 

Do. 

10 13 

9 0 





owner will pay, 

















Total ... 

30 32 

2K ft 

32<i 

16 years . 

Do. of Its. 20. 

1 the rate ol 





Government 

due ... 

10 8 




.■ Rs. 3-2-0 per pei 











1 cent, per mensem 











j will be charged 











1 on the amount. 

17 

fi 

Do. 

325 

Tram 

33 25 

39 0 

‘240 

6 . 

l)o. «.r Rs. 40. 

Lessee. 





Government 

due ... 

14 lu 





IK 


Sirur 

949 

Government. 

11 2 

7 0 

■ 

r,u 

8 ,. ... 

In advance 

Da. 

ill 

)' 

Anagwadi 

128 

Inam 

21 17 

10 0 

200 

13 „ .. 

Do. 

Do. 





Government 

lue ... 

5 0 





20 


Do. 

13 

Do. 

21 3 

18 0 








10 

Do. 

8 39 

4 0 







I 



JA n 

0.1 A 

A ... 



- 
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APPENDIX L— continued. 


No. 

Date i ! 

Trau.- 

actiou 

Villages. 

Survey 

Num¬ 

bers. 

Land In&in or 
Government. 

Arable 

area. 

Assess¬ 

ment. 

Amount 

realized. 

Period of 
Lease. 

Some paid in advance, 
or how. 

Government dues 
paid by. 

i 

o 

3 

4 

5 

6 

i 

8 

9 

10 

It 






A. 

g- 

Rs. 

a. 

Rs. 




21 

188" 

Kolur 

118 

Inara 

11 

14 

7 

0 








119 

Do. 

3 

37 

2 

8 

ICO 

26 years... 

In advance 

Lessee. 





Total ... 

15 

11 

9 

8 









Government 

lue 


9 

8 





22 


Kuwait 

158 

Inam 

16 

20 

11 

0 

251 4 0 

10 „ ... 

Instalment of 

Owner, 





Government 

due 


4 

2 



Rs. 25-2-0 annu- 













ally. 


23 


Dew mil 

87 

Inara 

2 

38 

3 

0 








90 

Do. 

12 

34 

12 

0 









Total 

15 

32 

15 

0 

200 

8 „ ... 

In advance 

Lessee. 





Government 

due 


15 

0 





24 


Bisnal 

109 

Government, 

11 

1 

10 

0 

100 

16 „ ... 

Do. 

Do. 

25 


Do. ... 

108 

Do. ... 

29 

11 

14 

0 

100 

16 . 

Do. 

Do. 

20 


Y edihali 

62 

In&rn 

29 

9 

23 

0 

400 

8 „ ... 

Yearly instalment 

Owner. Lessee 





Government 

due 


8 

10 



of Rs. 50. 

also agrees to pay 













2 khats by kadba 













yearly. 

27 

1881 

Gurudilli 

12 

Government. 

24 

0 

19 

0 








13 

Do. 

22 

0 

15 

0 









Total ... 

40 

0 

34 

0 

1,500 

10 „ ... 

In advanco 

Lessee. 

28 


Hour .. 

220 

Inara 

22 

14 

9 

0 

264 

12 „ ... 

Yearly instalment 

Do. 



I 

l 


Govern incut 

due 

... 

4 

12 



of Rb. 22. 


29 

1 

Sorkop 

36 

Government. 

8 

15 

9 

0 

100 

30 . 

In advance 

Do. 

30 

lldgati 

74 

Do, 

20 

17 

16 

0 

160 

4 „ ... 

Do. 

Do. 

31 

! Kowali 

117 

Inara 

12 

23 

7 

0 







118 

Do. 

20 

21 

13 

0 






i 

122 

Do. 

8 

32 

4 

0 








133 

Do. 

0 

7 

1 

8 







! 


Total ... 

44 

3 

25 

8 

150 

3 ... 

Yearly instalment 

Do 


| 


Government 

due 


8 

o 



of Rs. 50. 


32 

1 

! Kalad#i 

257 

Government. 

22 

38 

16 

0 






! 

270 

Do ... 

12 

17 

»> 

tj 

0 







290 

J>0. 

14 

38 

5 

0 






I 


Total ... 

50 

13 

24 

0 

500 

8 „ ... 

In advance 

Do. 

33 

, i Cbcbi. 

50 

Inara 

32 

30 

28 

0 

150 

r> 

u ,, 

Yearly instalment 

Do. 


! 


Government 

due 


8 

12 



of Rs. 50. 


34 

Bisnal 

94 

Do. 

12 

4 

G 

0 







95 

Do. 

9 

b 

4 

0 








Total ... 

21 

9 

10 

0 

100 

20 „ ... 

In advance 

Do. 




Government 

due 

... 

3 

2 






, Rabkavi 

112 

Government 

16 

13 

11 

0 







90 

Do. ... 

38 

Or. 

22 

0 






! 


Total 

54 

38 

33 

0 

1,088 

11 „ .. 

Yearly instalment 

Owner 


I 



— 

— 


— 



of Rs. 98. 


30 

I Do. 

111 

Government. 

8 

25 

6 

0 

7 b 

14 „ ... 

In advance 

Lessee. 

37 

Kutarki 

94 

Do. ... 

26 

22 

17 

0 

200 

7 „ .. 

Do. 

Do. 

58 

1*82 

Mutaldini 

64 

Do. .. 

32 

b 

17 

0 




i 


1 

47 

Do. ... 

25 

39 

! 9 

0 




i 




Total 

58 

i 

26 

0 

384 

3 

O “ 

Yearly instalment 

O’.v nor 





— 

— 


— 



of Kb, 128. 


50 

j Kandgal 

i 

24 

Government. 

25 

«>• 
- tj 


0 

] 60 

18 „ .. 

In advance 

I Lessee. 



STATEMENT showing the Mortgage Transactions in Villages of the Old Bdgalkot Tdluka. Compiled from the Sub-Registrar’s records—from 1878 to 1882, 
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APPENDIX N. 

Statement showing the Prices prevalent in the old Bdgalkot Tdluha, from 1851-1852 to 
1881-82. Information obtained from the Mdmlatddr. 


BAqalkot. 


Yearn. 


pleasured Sera of 80 Tolas per Rupee. 


Bilgi. 


Price per Maund. 


Measured Sers i f 80 Tolas per 
Rupi e. 



Jowiiri. 

Bdjri. 

Wheat. 

Gram. 

Cleaned 

Kice. 

Jagri. 

Supari. 

Jowari. 

BAjri, 

Wheat. 

Gram. 

L 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

1851-52 . 

■ 

64 

56 

36 

21 








64 

32 

32 

1852-55 . 

aMdl 

56 

48 

26 

22 


... 





80 

40 

32 

32 

1853-54 . 

64 

60 

48 

38 

21 


. . . 





48 

40 

20 

24 

1854-55 . 

36 

39 

32 

28 

22 

0 

15 

0 




48 

36 

20 

20 

1855-50 . 

40 

30 

26 

... 

21 

1 

0 

0 





30 

20 

20 

1850-57 . 

40 

23 

12 

• * • 

21 

1 

0 

0 




40 

30 

20 

20 

1857-58 . 

44 

19 

13 

... 

7 

1 

8 

0 

4 

0 

0 

40 

36 

20 

20 

1858-50 . 

32 

32 

29 

27 

13 

1 

8 

0 

4 

0 

0 

40 

36 

20 

24 

1859-Ou . 

36 

35 


24 

12 


8 

0 

4 

0 

0 

40 

36 

20 

24 

1860-0i ... 

36 

35 

30 

24 

12 

l 

12 

0 

4 

4 

0 


36 

20 

21 

Total ... 

472 

399 

324 

203 

172 

9 

3 

0 

16 

4 

0 

496 

396 

224 

240 

Average 

47 

40 

32 

29 

17 

1 

5 

0 

4 

1 

0 

50 

40 

22 

. 

24 

1801-02 . 

37 

384 

■ 


13 

1 

12 

0 

4 

4 

0 

40 

24 

24 

24 

1862-03 ... 

18 

17 

Hi 

17 

10 

1 

8 

0 

4 

4 

0 

24 

32 

18 

18 

1863,-01 ... 

20 

19 

17 

1G 

5 

2 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

40 

26 

24 

24 

1864-04. 

10 

10 

7 

0 

5 

2 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

26 

*. 26 

16 

16 

1805-)"'.. 

10 

10 

0 

8 


2 

8 

0 

D 

4 

0 

8 

8 

6 

6 

1866-07 . 

17 

15 

7 

7 

0 

3 

0 

0 

G 

0 

0 

22 

22 

10 

12 

1807-08 . 

26 

25 

10 

9 

5] 

3 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0 

36 

36 

24 

24 

1868-0'.'. 

36 

33 

22 

13 

9 

3 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0 

56 

56 

24 

24 

1869-70 . 

28 

27 

8 

7 

10 

3 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

48 

40 

24 

24 

1870-71 . 

24 

30 

9 

8 

7 

2 

8 

0 

4 

8 

0 

32 

32 

20 

20 

Total ... 

226 

224] 

124 

91 

• ° 4 







332 

302 

190 

192 

Average ... 

23 

22 

12 

10 

8 







33 

30 

19 

19 

1871-72 . 

32 

27 

9 

15 

12 

2 

2 

0 

5 

0 

0 

32 

28 

16 

16 

1872-73 . 

18 

18 

9 

11 

10 

I 

15 

0 

4 

0 

0 

40 

36 

16 

16 

1873-74 . 

29J 

26] 

12 

10 

94 

1 

12 

0 

4 

0 

0 

16 

16 

12 

12 

1874-75 ... 

25 

25] 

15 

12] 

9 

2 

2 

0 

3 

5 

0 

40 

40 

20 

20 

1875-10 . ■ - 

26$ 

2G| 

18 

19] 

12 

1 

10 

0 

3 

10 

0 

32 

32 

20 

20 

1876-77 . 

10 

10 

8 

8] 

5* 

1 

14 

0 

4 

8 

0 

8 

8 

7 

7] 

1877-78 . 

12 

12 

9 

9 

44 

3 

2 

0 

4 

8 

0 

10 

10 

9 

9] 

1878-79 . 

in 

12 

54 

7 

7] 

2 

8 

0 

4 

0 

0 

10 

10 

8 

8 

1879-80 ... 

13] 

12] 

54 

7] 

8 

2 

4 

0 

4 

4 

0 

24 

24 


16 

1880-81 ... 

28-] 

21, 

10 4 

14$ 

9 

2 

t) 

0 

4 

0 

0 

*42 

42 

18 

18 

1881-82 . 

32 

29] 

20 

16] 

9 

i 

13 

3 

3 

0 

8 



... 


Total .. 

238] 

223] 

121] 

1304 

96 

23 

2 

3 

44 

3 

8 

254 

246 

142 

142] 

Average .. 

22 

20 

11 

12 

1 ) 

2 

1 

8 

4 

0 

4 

25 

25 

14 

14 


* This average is for 10 years only, the information for 1881-82 not having latn received up to date. 


W. M. FLETC ■ HR, 

Superintendent, Revenue S' - 'ey, 8. M. 0. 
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APPENDIX 0. 

Statement showing the Bdsdr rates prevalent during the month cf May 1883 

in the Market of Bagalkot. 



I Rs. a. p. Rs- a. p. 
Bagalkot. ... ... 32 30 21 20 13 18 1 12 0 » 0 0 


W. M. FLETCHER, 

Superintendent, Revenue Survey, S. M. C, 
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APPENDIX P— (3) 

Statement for the Village of Achutapur situated in the Bdgalkot Tdluka of the Kalddgi Collectorate in which Survey Settlement was i ntroduced 

in the year 1866-67. 
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By Former Survey. 
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Q. 


By Revision Survey. 

Unoccupied 

Waste. 

Average Assessment on Govern¬ 
ment land per Acre. 

Increase of Assessment per cent. 

Decrease of Assessment per cent. 

Total arable Acres, Includ¬ 
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APPENDIX 


Fortner Tdluka. 

Present Tdluka. 

Number. 

Names of Villages, 

Maximum dry-crop Rate. 

By Former Survey. 

Total arable Acres, includ¬ 
ing l’nam. 

Total unarable Acres. 

Government Occupied Land. 

Dry-crop. 

Rice, 

Garden. 

Total. 
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—continued 


By Revision, 
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Revenue Survey and Assessment, Kalddgi, revision of Assessment in 126 villages 

of the Bagalkot Tdlulta. 

No. 290. 


Revenge Department. 

Bombay Castle, 11th January 1884 

Letter from the Commissioner, S. D., No. 8467, dated 10th December 1883—Submitting 
for the consideration and orders of Government, correspondence containing proposals 
for the revision of the existing rates of assessment in 126 villages of the Bagalkot 
Taluka of the Kalddgi Colloctorate. 

Resolution. —Of the 126 villages into which it is proposed to introduce a 
revision settlement 124 constituted the old Bdgalkot Taluka, which was first 
brought under the Survey Settlement in 1850-51. Survey rates are said to 
have been introduced into ono of the remaining villages in 1859-60 and into 
the other in 1866-67, and the period for which the rates were guaranteed in 
them was fixed so as to expire simultaneously with that for which the rates 
were guaranteed in the old Bdgalkot Tdluka. The circumstances in which 
these villages were separately settled are not explained. 

2. When the original settlement was introduced into the old Bdgalkot 
Tdluka, tho fcUnka was in a depressod condition. The previous assessment was too 
high, and had never been levied in full. There was a want of roads for wheoled 
traffic, and carts wore few and little used for agricultural purposes, even manure 
being carried by pack-bullocks. Husbandry was not good; in the absence of 
carts many cattle were employed in carrying, and they were considered by 
Captain Wingate to be too few for proper cultivation. Little cotton was grown, 
and littlo produco of any kind was exported. 

3. During the currency of the original settlement there has been much 
material progress. The road from Hubli to ShoMpur, which was being constructed 
when the settlement was introduced, has been completed, and Bdgalkot is now 
the most important emporium of trade between these two large towns. A good 
bridged road has been made from Bdgalkot to KaMdgi, and there are several 
Local Fund roads fit for wheeled traffic except in periods of heavy rain. 
The Eastern Doccan Railway, which passes through the t&luka, will shortly 
be opened. A comparison of the statistics collected at the special census 
of July 1882 with the figures given in the original settlement papers shows 
that in the 124 villages which comprised the old Bdgalkot Taluka the popu- 
lation has increased by 27'6 per cent,, agricultural cattle by 32’5 per cent., 
sheep and goats by 2 per cent., and that there are now more than 12 times the 
number of carts which existed at the time of the original settlement. The statis¬ 
tics collected bv the Survey Department for the purpose of the revision settle¬ 
ment give much less favourable results, but the Survey and Settlement Commis¬ 
sioner shows, as he has shown beforo, that there are good reasons for accepting 
the figures of the special census in preference to those compiled by classers who 
now remain a short time only in each village. The increases above shown in¬ 
dicate that there was very rapid progress before the famine, and that although 
there was then undoubtedly much mortality both amongst the population and 
amongst cattle, tho check which was given to tho improvement in tno condition 
of the people was but temporary. There was in 1882 one pair of agricultural 
oattle for every 14 acres of occupied land, and it is thus clear that even if cattle 
too old or too young for the plough are included in the figures there is now no 
lack of cultivating power. There has been a large decrease of cows and buffaloes, 
but there is reason to believe that this is the result not only of the famine but 
of the contraction of grazing ground. Cotton is now grown on 14 per cent, of the 
cultivated land. Wheat is at present not grown to a large extent, but Mr. Stewart 
estimates that 40 per cent, of the arable area of the tdluka is capable of produc¬ 
ing the more valuable products for export. There can be little doubt that the 
opening of the railway will give an impetus to the production of such crops, 
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Captain Wingate showed at the time of the original settlement that there was 
muoh need of irrigation, and that there were ample means of providing it. Less 
improvement has taken place in this respeot than there might have been, hut the 
number of substantial and temporary wells (budkis) has been increased by 71, 
and the number of tanks by 3, one of which, situated at Muohkundi, souths! 
B&galkot, commands 5,200 aores. 

4. From the statements appended to Mr. Fletcher’s report it appears that from 
the year of the introduction of the original settlement until 1865-66 there was a 
continuous increase in the occupied area. The average assessment of the area 
unoccupied in that year shows that it is of inferior quality. There was on the 
whole nowever with slight fluctuations an extension of cultivation until the 
famine. The largest area is showp as occupied in 1877-79. Since that year 
there has been a decline. The area unoccupied in 1882-83 was considerable, 
amounting to 14,073 acres or about 9 per oent. of the total arable area. The 
average assessment of it is however only about 5 annas per acre, and Mr. Stewart 
is probably correct in supposing that when prices are oscillating it cannot be 
cultivated with sufficient profit except perhaps by improving tenants or as an 
adjunct to other cultivation. When prices remain steadily at a comparatively 
high standard, as they probably will, when the railway is opened, this land will 
doubtless be gradually taken up. Exoept in the year 1876-77 neither remis¬ 
sions nor balances outstanding at the end of the year have been largo; in 
1882-83 there were none. 

5. In the villages to which the proposals relate 58 per cent, only of the fields 
are cultivated by tho registered occupants ; 30 per cent, are said to be sublet, 
and it is presumed that the remaining fields are those lying waste. But 
Mr. Fletcher has included in the figures lands hold in imim, which constitute 
36 per cent, of the whole, and the proportion of Government fields which are 
sublet to the total number of fields appears therefore to be only 22 per oenti 
Even this proportion however is large, but even if it is undesirable that muoh of 
the land should fall into the hands of persons who do not themselves engage in 
cultivation, the fact that capitalists invest their money in land is an indubitable 
proof that the assessment does not absorb all or nearly all the true rent. The 
statements of sales, mortgages and leases appended to Mr. Fletcher’s report, 
which are understood to give the particulars of all the transactions in the villages to 
whioh the proposals relate which were registered from 1878 to 1882, ^howiitbat 
land bears a high value. In none of the private sales was the price lesa.4sh**\2*6 
times the assessment, and in one it was 54*5 times the assessment. The sums paid 
as rent prove even more conclusively tha* the assessment represents but a small 
share of the produce. Mr, Stewart shows fully tho causes of the variations in tho 
proportion of tho assessment to price, rent and amount advanced on mortgage, and 
no one who understands the principles on which the assessment is fixed could 
expect the proportion to bo constant. 

6. Mr. Fletcher shows the average price of jow&ri in the first decade qtifte 
original settlement period as 47 seers per rupoe, that in the socond deoade, 
excluding the two years in which the American War caused abnormally high 
prices, as 26 seers, and that in the third decade, excluding tho two famine years, 
as 24 seers. Mr. McCallum urges that tho years of the first decade in which 
prices were vory low should also be excluded, but the low prices.qf those years 
were the result of gluts in the market, which aro relieved by the improvement 
of communications. The average price in 1882.83 was 35 seers per 
rupee. It was higher in the last six mouths, but Mr. Crawford properly points 
out that it always rises in the rainy season. The course of the price of wheat 
was similar, but it is grown only on 1*8 per oent. of the occupied area. Mr. Stewart 
thinks it would not be sate to assume that tho standard price of cereals will be 
more than 66 per cent, above the average of the first decade of the original 
settlement period, but for reasons given in the report regarding the revision settle¬ 
ment of the Hungund Tiluka he considers that the price of cotton will be higher 
by 100 per cent. The Commissioner, S. D., doubts whether prices generally 
will rule higher in the next 30 years than in the period of the settlement which 
has expired by more than 50 per cent. There is little doubt that the opening 
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of the railway will create a demand in the district for exportable produots and 
trill tend to raise prices generally, but experienoe has shown that it is not safe 
to calculate confidently on any standard of prices being maintained even in dis¬ 
tricts whioti have the advantage of railway communication. That advantage 
relieves a district from the exceptional extremes occasioned by isolation, but not 
from the fluctuations of the wider area with which it is brought into contact. 

7. The facts whioh have been summarized above show that it is reasonable 

to enhance the assessment, and that a considerable increase might be imposed 
without taking a larger share of the produce than was taken when the original 
assessment < was first levied. It may be observed however with reference to 
Mr. criticism of Mr. Fletcher’s report that a Survey Officer is not expected 

to explain in each report the fundamental principles of the Survey System, and 
that I 4r. Stewart properly shows that Mr. Muir is in error in supposing that one 
of these principles is to tako a fixed share of the produce. The produce is 
affected to an indefinite extent not only by permanent improvements, but by the 
raethpd of cultivation in each year. The variations in prices are properly con¬ 
sidered to prevent an undue enhancement on a revisipn of assessment, but the 
basis of the assessment is the inherent quality of the soil combined with ad¬ 
vantages not created by the occupant. It remains to consider the rates pro¬ 
posed and the manner in which they have been arrived at. 

8. It is satisfactory to observo that the systems of partial re-measurement 
and partial re-classification were adopted to the full extent, although 28 villages 
had to be entirely re-measured owing to their small size and the largo proportion 
of fields in them which had to be broken up or which had been liable to alteration 
from various causes. It is presumed the area of “ pot khar^b” was measured in 
all cases in which it is recorded in the original settlement papers; if it was brought 
under assessment iu those cases only in which fields were re-measured and not 
in others, there would be the inequitable distinction referred to by the Commis¬ 
sioner, Southern Division. The Survey and Settlement Commissioner should be 
requested to state precisely what course was adopted. The scale of classification 
has been widoned as iu other revision settlements to relieve the poorer lands and 
throw on the richer soils a more just proportion of the burden of taxation. 
The oocupants should bo informed, as suggested by the Commissioner, S. D., 
that the classification now made is final. 

9. At the original settlement Captain Wingate, finding that the villages in 
the Ghatprabha Valley had owing to the vicinity of the hills in the centre of the 
tdluka a more favourable climate than the rest, formed four groups according to 
that advantage and proximity to the market of Bdgalkot. The Survey and Settle- 
mentCommissioner proposes to adopt that grouping with some modifications which 
arejustified by improvements of communications. It is suggested that the village 
of Imgalkot, which will contain a railway station, should have a special maxi¬ 
mum rate of Rs. 1-10-0; that four villages in the vicinity of B&galkot should have 
a maximum rate of Rs, 1-0-0; that the remaining 49 villages in the Ghatprabha 
Valloy should have a maximum rate of Rs. 1-4-0 ; that 49 other villages, of which 
some are on tho east of tbo third group and have similar advantages of climate, 
but are more remote from any railway station, while others have an inferior 
climate, but are more conveniently situated as regards railway communication, 
should have a maximum rate of Rs. 1-2-0; and that 23 villages in the north 
and north-west, which have an uncertain climate and are most romote from 
the railway, should have a maximum rate of Re. 1-0-0. A maximum rate of 
Bs. 8-0-0 is proposed for rico land, but only 61 acres of Government land are 
classed as rice land, and tho average assessment of it will be Rs. 2-11-0 per aore. 
The rules that no addition to the assessment should be made on account of wells 
sunk by private enterprize during the currency of the original settlement, and 
that lands under wells existing before the introduction of the Survey Settlement 
should bo assessed within the maximum dry-crop rate have been observed ; but 
a maximum of doublo the dry-orop rates is proposed for land under wells which 
benefit by percolation from Government tanks. Only 241 acres however of Gov¬ 
ernment land are classed as garden land, and the average assessment under 
the proposals referred to will be Rs. 1-7-10 per acre. The result of the pro¬ 
posals is an increase of 27*9 per cent, on the Government land occupied iu 
1881-82 and of 27'3 on the total Government arable land. The average assess- 
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meat of the arable area under the original settlement Was Re, 0-8-9 5 that under 
the proposed revision settlement will be He. 0-10-11. 

10 . The principles on which the grouping is based appear to His Exoellency 
the Governcjr in Council to be sound. The Commissioner, S. D., points out that 
some of the land in adjoining villages is nearer the town than some land in the 
Bagalkot village, and that the advantages of different lands within a radius of 
5 miles from the town are from an agricultural point of view nearly equal. It is 
to be observed however that the produce of the surrounding villages has to 
be carried in the first instance to the village sites and thence to market, and 
that cultivators living in Bdgalkot have facilities for obtaining manure which 
those living in small villages have not. It is evident that the nearness of their 
market in a town at which there will.be a large railway station is a great advan¬ 
tage aqd that the rate of Rs. 1-10-0 proposed fo.r the village of Bdgalkot is not too 
high. In the circumstances His Excellency in Council considers the proposals 
mado by the Survey and Settlement Commissioner to be suitable, and is accord¬ 
ingly pleased to sanction them. The rates recommended are in view of the 
advance made by the tdluka during the currency of the original settlement and 
the rise in the standard of prices which has already taken place and the further 
rise which may be expected on the opening of the railway exceedingly moderate, 
but it is expedient that Government should forego part of the demand which 
might justly be made in order that tho people may completely recover from the 
losses caused by tho famiuo and that their standard of comfort may be materially 
raised. 

11. Mr. Stewart recommends that the revised rates be introduced in the cur¬ 
rent year, but that a remission of If annas in every rupee of the revised assess¬ 
ment be granted in each of the years 1884-85, 1885-86 and 1886-87, the full revised 
rates being levied in and from 1887-88. The recommendation is supported by 
the Commissioner, S. D., and as a similar proposal has been sanctioned for 
the Hungund Triluka, it should be sanctioned in tho case of this tdluka also, 
which suffered little if at all loss severely from the famine than Hungund, The 
reduced rates should bo calculated by the Survey Department and should be 
promulgated at the samo time as the full revised rates. 

J. MONTEATH, 

Acting Under Secretary to Gavenuaent 


To 


The Commissioner, S. D. (with copies of the papers), 

The Survey and Settlement Commissioner (with copies of the Commissioner 
S. D’s letter No. 8467 of 1883), 




Tho Collector of Kalddgi, 

Tho Accountant General, 

The Public Works Department of the Secretariat (Irrigation), j 
The Government of India, \ -n 1 

The Secretary of State for India. J ^ 


~] With copies 
of the pa¬ 
pers. 
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